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Since the publication of our’ preliminary frequently express pain and weakness by a 
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observations of the beta haemolytic strepto- staccato whine or whimper. <A _ short dry 


coceal infection in dogs (Vet. Rec. 1938. 50. 
213) we have studied over a hundred additional 
cases, an analysis of which has enlarged our 
notion of the clinical manifestations of the 


infection. In order to maintain the sequence of 


the story, as we understand it, we have rele- 
gated to an appendix the case histories which 
illustrate our text. We deem it advisable to 
retain the discussion of the infection in newly- 
born whelps, as a separate section. 

Incubation Period.—As measured by contact 
infection, the incubation period is usually about 
four days; the minimum period known to us 
is two days, the maximum is seven days. 

Initial Symptoms.—The onset of the acute 
infection is characterised by a rapid rise of 
temperature, usually to 103°5° or 104° within 
24 hours, occasionally to 105° and 106°. The 
patient shows lassitude, a _ disinclination to 
exercise or food, and a preference to seclusion. 
The pulse rate is increased. 

Respiratory Catarrh.—Within 24 to 48 hours 
of the febrile onset acute pharyngitis (‘sore 
throat ’’) develops, usually more severely in 
young than in mature patients. The pharynx 
is of a diffuse scarlet colour, or it shows 
discretely distributed punctiform scarlet spots 
on a pale ground. The mucous membrane, 
dry at first, becomes coated with mucus ; it 
is painful, palpation or opening the jaws for 
inspection and swabbing is resisted. Occasion- 
ally the tonsils are swollen, they rarely become 
purulent. The voice is hoarse; youngsters 
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spasmodic cough develops. The respiration rate 
is only a trifle accelerated save in the infrequent 
hyperpyrexia of rapidly developing broncho- 
pneumonia or septicaemia. 

The appearance of pharyngitis is accompanied 
by congestion of the conjunctivae and nasal 
mucosa. The resulting serous discharge from 
these tissues usually is slight, a mere ‘ wetness,” 
which dries as scales and crusts at the inner 
canthus or adheres to the edge of the eyelids. 
Occasionally the conjunctival and nasal exudate 
assumes a more muco-purulent character, but 
we have no record as yet of the development 
of the profuse muco-purulent exudate character- 
istic of distemper. If the discharge becomes 
more profuse as in the infrequent cases of acute 
bronchopneumonia, it still remains thin and 
watery. There is no swelling of the eyelids or 
nostrils. Some of the young patients at this 
stage reveal a mild epistaxis, which is associ- 
ated with petechiae in the nasal mucosa and 
pharynx. 
invariably the signs of 
respiratory catarrh are accompanied by a firm 
and painful swelling of the submaxillary 
lymphatic glands. With increased swelling of 
the glands a periglandular oedema commonly 
develops, resulting in some cases in a diffusely 
swollen intermaxillary and parotid region. At 
this stage all or some of the superficial 
lymphatic glands are swollen and firm. The 
swelling of the cervical lymphatic glands adds 
to the patient’s discomfort and dyspnoea, which 
may be so severe as to necessitate tracheotomy. 

In the majority of cases the signs of respira- 
tory catarrh and adenitis resolve within seven 
days and are followed by an_ uneventful 
recovery. In some 10 per cent. of cases the 
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adenitis persists for two or more weeks. On 
hypodermic puncture of a swollen cervical gland 
during the second week 01 to 05 cc. of a 
sero-haemorrhagic exudate is withdrawn; by 
the third week the exudate within the gland 
may have developed into a creamy pus. Unless 
the pus is liberated surgically, it may rupture 
the capsule of the gland and thence through 
the skin of the intermaxillary space or jugular 
furrow forming a chronic fistula. The pus may 
also track into the lower mandible forming a 
local osteomyelitis before its bursts through the 
skin of the cheek. 

Dermatitis.—Within 24 to 48 hours of the 
onset of fever an erythema appears over the 
whole or greater part of the body. It is usually 
of brief duration, not extending beyond 48 
hours, and is succeeded by a papular rash. As 
a rule the papular rash is more evident on the 
scrotum, axillae, and inside of the thighs. The 
papules are rapidly followed by pustules (the 
so-called ‘‘ distemper pustules ”) which are more 
evident on the inside of the thighs, on the 
abdomen and along the borders of the lips. By 
vareful search, however, the pustules may be 
found on other parts of the skin surface; the 
dorsal surface of the feet and inside of the 
metacarpal and metatarsal regions should not 
be overlooked. Within about 24 to 48 hours the 
pustules rupture. Adjacent pustules may 
coalesce into a superficial ulcer, or into a 
circular patch of superficial necrosis of about 
half-an-inch in diameter, from which the hairs 
and scab can be lifted in a single mass exposing 
a wet shining pearl-grey surface dotted with 
pin-points of red. The pustular eruption, if 
untreated, usually develops into cellulitis, which 
more commonly involves the chin, one or both 
of the external ears, the scrotum, and the 
dorsal surface of the feet and interdigital 
spaces. The exudate under-running the skin in 
these cellulitis cases is usually of a_ sero- 
haemorrhagic character; it becomes creamy if 
secondarily infected with staphylococci. 

We must now retrace our steps in order to 
follow another common sequel of the papular 
eruption. The disappearance of the papules is 
succeeded by a dry exfoliative dermatitis which 
is usually manifest about the seventh day, i.e., 
about the time when signs of acute catarrh and 
adenitis are passing away. The skin becomes 
dry and rough owing to the rapid desquama- 
tion of epithelium, and the hair lacks lustre. 


By the fourteenth day the patient usually 
exhibits pruritus, usually over the dorsum 
(nasal, frontal, cervical, dorsal and lumbar 


regions). The patient exhibits this pruritus, 
which may become intense, by rubbing his back 
and loins on the under-edge of sofas, chairs, 
etc., or by side to side movements on the ground 
with his legs in the air. His pleasure is mani- 
fest when his back and loins are scratched. 
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The intense unrelieved pruritus also causes the 
patient to scratch the elbows and back of each 
fore limb, also to gnaw at his flanks and points 
of each hock. Unless treated the excoriations 
and wounds resulting from the rubbing and 
seratching commonly lead to secondary infec- 
tion by staphylococci and the production of 


abscesses, ulcers, eczematous patches, or 
cellulitis. 
An almost invariable finding during the 


desquamation stage is an excess of cerumen in 
the ears. 


CouURSE 


We have pictured the common type of beta 
haemolytic streptococcus infection as an acute 
febrile disease, which is manifested by respira- 
tory catarrh, adenitis, and a_rash of 
approximately seven days’ duration. 

During the first week the majority of patients 
rapidly lose weight and strength; thereafter 
their recovery, except for the dry exfoliative 
dermatitis, cellulitis or other complications, is 
uneventful. In a large minority of patients the 
disease is mild in all its manifestations. At 
the opposite extreme are our small percentage 
of cases which ended fatally within three to 
nineteen days of the onset. 

Under the heading of “ complications” we 
now propose to describe certain additions to the 
clinical picture as we have defined it. Further 
experience may require the inclusion of some of 
these additions in the essential picture of the 
disease. . 


COMPLICATIONS 


Gastro-enteritis—During the onset the patient 
may vomit and exhibit a mild diarrhoea of 
short duration. But under this heading we are 
considering the high proportion of young 
patients which exhibit vomiting and diarrhoea 
of a more severe and persistent character at 
about the fourth day. Freshly shed or altered 
blood is mixed with the mucoid vomitus, a 


‘brown coloured slimy mucus adheres to the 


teeth and buccal mucosa and the _ breath 
assumes an odour of decomposing blood. The 
stools are liquid, melaenic; and in fatal cases 
stools resembling freshly shed venous blood 
have been observed. The patient with this 
severe form of gastro-enteritis is rapidly 
prostrated, and the fluid motions trickle from 
the anus without check. 

At present we are unable accurately to assess 
the cause of this haemorrhage, diarrhoea and 
vomiting. At autopsy of four fatal cases we 
were impressed by the numerous petechiae and 
haemorrhagic erosions in the mucosa of the 
pylorus and the acute necrosis of the mucosa 
of the duodenum. But the problem is compli- 
cated by our finding at these four autopsies 
and on microscopic examination of the stools 
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of our living cases that these gastro-enteritis 
patients are invariably infected with intestinal 
worms (Toxocara, Toxascaris, or occasionally 
Ankylostoma spp.). We have formed the notion 
that the susceptibility of the mucosa of the 
pylorus and upper duodenum to injury by the 
streptococcus or its toxin, or both, is consider- 
ably augmented by a_ co-existent nematode 
infection. Whatever the explanation may be 
proved to be, it is a clinically observed fact 
that prompt and vigorous treatment of the 
bowel worm infection by lavage almost invari- 
ably results in the alleviation of the symptoms 
and the patient’s rapid recovery. We = shall 
return to this very important clinical feature 
in our discussion of treatment. 

Purpurawa—We have already mentioned the 
appearance of petechiae in the nasal mucosa 
and pharynx accompanied by epistaxis during 
the acute catarrhal stage in some of our 
younger patients. Also the bleeding into the 
gastro-intestinal tract has been noted in the 
preceding paragraphs. For our one case of a 
severe and generalised form of bleeding from 
surface epithelium we are indebted to Mr. R. A. 
Willett, M.r.c.v.s., the essential details of which 
are recorded in the appendix. We suggest that 
this manifestation of the infection can be cor- 
rectly regarded as purpura haemorrhagica. 

Albuminuria and Nephritis——A mild albumin- 
uria is invariably found during the febrile 
stage. The persistence of albuminuria in or 
after the second week should entail a detailed 
examination (clinical, microscopical, and 
bacteriological) of the patient’s urine. The 
identification of acute nephritis and the recovery 
of the beta haemolytic streptococcus in cultures 
of the urine will qualify the mode of treatment 
and prognosis. In three cases we have recovered 
the streptococcus from the urine when the 
patient’s kidneys had passed into the stage of 
chronic nephritis some three months after the 
onset of the disease. 

Arthritis—A small proportion of young 
patients, during the second week, develop a 
transient periarticular swelling of the limb 
joints, which appears to cause some discomfort. 
No case of pyaemic arthritis has been observed. 
Occasionally we have observed tenderness along 


the loins accompanied by a stilt-like gait of the, 


hind limbs, subsequent to the catarrh of the 
first week. We cannot describe the gait more 
clearly than by the words of Mr. D. C. Danby, 
M.R.C.V.S., Who first drew our attention to it as 
“that of a horse with azoturia.” We have 
had no opportunity through autopsy of studying 
the pathology of these fleeting arthritic 
symptoms. 

Spasmophilia.—Another vexatious problem is 
the appearance of “ fits,’ which the owner 
reports and we so very seldom have the oppor- 
tunity of observing. So far we have been 
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unable to satisfy ourselves that any of our 
“ fits” cases have been suffering from menin- 
gitis, or from true canine hysteria due to 
dietetic defects. The movements appear to be 
variable, purposeless and spasmodic; they are 
not evident during sleep; and they do not result 
in paresis or altered reflexes. They are sudden 
in onset, usually of some three to five minutes 
duration, and gradually pass off without 
consciousness having been lost, though they 
leave the patient for several hours in a dull 
or irritable state. Sometimes the behaviour 
reported by the owner takes the form of 
trembling, or the patient stands “ chattering 
his teeth.” A case (5199), cited in the appendix, 
is a tribute to the clinical acumen of Mr. P. J. 
Cautley, M.R.C.v.s., and a possible index to at 
least one cause of spasmophilia in this disease. 
Possibly the presence of the beta haemolytic 
streptococcus in the uterus, by interfering with 
the oestral cycle, may be the initial cause of the 
spasmophilia in certain bitches. Probably 
another and more common factor is bowel 
worms. 


SEQUELAE 


As the disease becomes more accurately 
defined it may prove more correct to discuss 
the exfoliative dermatitis, cellulitis, chronic 
nephritis, etc., under this heading. But at the 
moment we prefer to reserve it for discussion 
of the one consequence of the beta haemolytic 
streptococcus which has proved to be very 
serious economically ——vis., the sequels in the 
breeding bitch which we described in our former 
paper as the sterility syndrome. At this point 
it may be useful to emphasise the low mortality 
rate of this infection in dogs and bitches, other 
than newly-born whelps. The initial illness has 
been regarded hitherto by most breeders as not 
of serious consequence—contenting themselves 
with “a touch of cold” or “a slight return of 
distemper.” As measured by the life or death of 
the dog or bitch this attitude to the disease is 
comprehensible, but now that we are beginning 
to measure some of its*effects on the breeding 
bitch the disease assumes an importance to the 
dog breeder unequalled by any other deleterious 
factor. We have met two owners, of long 
experience, who have actually differentiated 
the disease from all others by conferring the 
name “ kennel ‘flu’ on this contagious though 
mild infection; but they did not connect it with 
their inability to rear puppies, despite a long 
and costly experience. The important point 
appears to have been overlooked, viz., that the 
clinically recovered patient may remain a 
‘carrier’ of the beta haemolytic streptococcus. 
With Mr. Steele-Bodger, M.R.c.v.s., we have 
observed that a clinically recovered bitch, 
despite treatment with a quarterly course of 
autogenous vaccine, may persist in producing 
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the beta haemolytic streptococcus in her vaginal 
swabs over a period of at least twelve months. 
Over a similar period we have continued to 
isolate the streptococcus from the throats of a 
few clinically recovered dogs and bitches. In 
one case we have isolated the streptococcus 
from the urine six months after the onset. 
These observations raise many important ques- 
tions, which may be considered more 
appropriately in another communication on the 
bacteriology and pathology of the disease; at 
the moment we wish to confine attention to 
the possible clinical effects of the streptococcus 
persisting in the genital system of the bitch. 


Briefly these effects may be—(1) failure to 
come into oestrus; (2) an irregular or transitory 
oestrus, the bitch failing to mate; (3) normal 
oestrus and mating but failure to conceive; 
(4) abortion; (5) uterine inertia at term or 
up to seven days over term; (6) puerperal fever 
and very occasionally puerperal sepsis. As 
recorded in our former paper, an infected virgin 
bitch may develop a mild muco-purulent dis- 
charge per vaginam without any other clinical 
signs of ill-health. 

With the exception of the infrequent case of 
puerperal sepsis these manifestations of the 
streptococcal infection do not affect the appetite, 
spirits or general condition of the bitch. Even 
the cases of puerperal fever following upon 
parturition usually clear up within a week. 
Thus the damage is economic, vis., the owner’s 
inability to obtain or to rear whelps from his 
infected bitches. We shall return to this aspect 
in our discussion of treatment. 


Tue INFECTION IN NEW-BORN WHELPS 


Further experience has shown that the infec- 
tion in puppies over two weeks of age differs 
in no essential respect from the disease in 
weaned and mature animals. The incidence of 
septicaemia is higher and the respiratory 
eatarrh and adenitis is more liable to end 
fatally, probably due to the dysphagia causing 
acute starvation. 

The death rate within three to four days 
of birth among whelps of an infected dam is 
high. They present no clinical signs, they 
merely die. Not infrequently one or more of 
the litter is born dead. Occasionally at autopsy 
we have isolated the beta haemolytic strepto- 
coccus from the tissues of these newly-born 
whelps; more often we have failed to isolate 
it. We are suspecting that in the majority 
of cases these whelps die $f the streptococcus 
toxin absorbed in utero. 

On the other hand, from whelps dying within 
seven to fourteen days of birth the beta 
haemolytic streptococcus is almost invariably 
isolated from the sero-haemorrhagic exudate 
in the subeutis of the abdomen or thorax, in 
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the umbilical cord or in the peritoneal cavity. 
In some cases this exudate takes the form of 
a cream-like pus, and a bead of pus may be 
found in the urachus. Usually the spleen is 
swollen and pale, and the lungs show advanced 
oedema or aspiration bronchopneumonia; but 
we rarely succeed in isolating the beta 
haemolytic streptococcus from the _ internal 
organs unless pyaemia is present. We have 
formed the tentative notion that these second 
week whelps contract the infection via the 
umbilicus, which through licking is contamin- 
ated by the infected sputum of the dam. 
Possibly in a minority of cases the whelp is 
infected via the mouth from the dam’s sputum 
or contaminated skin. We have had the oppor- 
tunity of examining the milk of the dam in 
three cases only; in each no _ microscopic 
abnormality of the milk was found and the 
streptococcus was not evident in the cultures. 
Again, we and our colleagues have not observed 
any evidence of mastitis in any of our infected 
newly-whelped_ bitches. 


DIAGNOSIS 


From the living patients we have isolated 
the beta haemolytic streptococcus by vaginal 
swab, throat swab, swab of the exudate (e.g., 
in cellulitis), swab of a purpurie ulcer on skin 
or gums, and from the urine. 


In taking a vaginal swab we suggest that 
an assistant should restrain the patient, one 
hand at the neck, the other erecting the tail. 
The operator should clip away the hairs about 
the vulva, and by means of a tampon of cotton 
wool soaked in alcohol he should thoroughly 
cleanse the exterior of the vulva. With a 
fresh spirit-soaked tampon of wool he should 
gently wipe the inside of the vulva up to and 
including the urethral opening. With the thumb 
and first two fingers of his left hand he should 
evert the lips of the vulva until the urethral 
opening is evident, then with the right hand 
he should pass the swab up some three or more 
inches to the cervix uteri. By retaining the 
hold of the vulva with his left hand he will 
avoid touching the outer lips of the vulva with 
the swab during its withdrawal. 


In taking a throat swab we have an assistant 
to open the patient’s mouth in such a manner 
that the hairs of the lower jaw (e.g., in 
Scotties) do not intrude. With the fingers of 
the left hand we depress the root of the tongue, 
and with the right hand we pass the swab 
on to the lower border of the left tonsil. With 
an upward sweep over the surface of the tonsil 
the swab is withdrawn without touching the 
patient’s mouth, or intruding hairs. 

Urine should be withdrawn under aseptic 
precautions. The point of these suggestions is 
the desirability of establishing the diagnosis 
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isolation of the beta haemolytic 
streptococcus. Otherwise difficulty in the 
differential diagnosis may be encountered, 
particularly with the following. 


Canine Distemper.—If there is no history of 
the patient having previously received the 
Laidlaw-Dunkin distemper immunisation the 
onset in the first patient in a kennels is not 
an occasion for rash diagnosis. Our advice 
would be to “ back the horse both ways,” by 
injecting anti-viral serum, taking swabs for 
diagnosis, and applying the appropriate isola- 
tion and symptomatic treatment. 

After the second or third day the one type 
of case calling for caution in diagnosis is 
that with the acute vomiting and diarrhoea. 
Here again the isolation of the beta haemolytic 
streptococcus and the finding of bowel worms 
are essential for diagnosis. The urine should 
also be examined in order to eliminate any 
possibility of the illness being due to uraemia 
supervening upon chronic nephritis. 

We have formed the notion that this beta 
haemolytic streptococcus infection has been the 
cause of many of the so-called “attacks of 
distemper ” following upon recovery from the 
natural infection or the Laidlaw-Dunkin dis- 
temper immunisation. Since we have only been 
able to subject our autopsy material to ferret 
biological tests, and since approximately 95 per 
cent. of our cases (excluding new-born whelps) 
have survived the infection, our views are not 
as securely established as we would wish. On 
the other hand, the majority of our cases of 
the beta haemolytic streptococcus infection had 
been previously actively immunised by the 
Laidlaw-Dunkin method, or had recovered from 
natural distemper with or without the aid of 
viral antiserum. 

Parasitic Dermatitis.—At the present stage of 
our knowledge we cannot over-emphasise the 
importance of subjecting all “skin cases” to 
a detailed examination, including the micro- 
scopic examination of skin scrapings. On the 
one hand, not infrequently our first introduction 
to the beta haemolytic streptococcus infection 
is the patient suffering from the dry exfoliative 
dermatitis, the owner being solely concerned 
with the pruritus and forgetting to tell the 
veterinary surgeon about a preceding catarrh 
(“touch of cold,” “‘ touch of distemper,” etc.). 
On the other hand, we have cases of the beta 
haemolytic streptococcus dermatitis being com- 
plicated by the common parasitic infections, 
e.g., Sarcoptic mange, demodectic folliculitis, 
ringworm and otodectic mange. 

During the first week of January a _ bull- 
terrier maiden bitch, aged eight months, was 
reported by her owner to have developed a 
“skin rash” and pustules. This bitch was in 
contact with two puppies recently discharged 
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after treatment and cure for a double infection 
of sarcoptic mange and ringworm (as deter- 
mined by skin scrapings before and after 
treatment). The owner assumed that the bitch 
had contracted sarcoptic mange and ringworm 
from the two puppies and that his veterinary 
surgeon had been mistaken in declaring them 
cured. He asserted that the bitch had lesions 
identical to those shown by the two puppies. 
The bitch was treated for sarcoptic mange and 
ringworm but no progress was made. On 
February 28th the examination of the bitch 
at the laboratories revealed a chronic: exfolia- 
tive dermatitis with numerous circular patches 
of superficial necrosis, about half-an-inch in 
diameter, over the head and flanks and along 
the course of the lymphatics of all four limbs. 
Skin scrapings were negative for parasites. 
Group G streptococcus (SHC. 62) was isolated 
from the throat and vaginal swabs of the bitch 
(Case No. 4898). 


TREATMENT 


Preventive.-—When the first case has been 
diagnosed all other bitches and dogs in the 
breeding kennels should be swabbed, in order 
that the positives can be strictly isolated from 
the negatives. Experience has convinced us of 
the necessity of assuming that the owner and 
kennel staff do not understand the essential 
principles of isolation and hygiene so that every 
measure is fully discussed and reasons for its 
application are given—e.g., separate exercising, 
grooming kit and feeding utensils; sterilization ; 
daily disposal of faeces and scrubbing out of 
the kennels and runs (keeping in mind the 
probable presence of bowel worms); personal 
cleanliness of the kennel staff and their wear- 
ing apparel; disposal and management of 
boarders; quarantining show dogs. It may be 
necessary to urge a re-arrangement or repair 
of the kennels and the institution of adequate 
drainage and impervious flooring for the runs. 
It may be wise to urge the owner to reduce 
the stock, retaining onjy the minimum of the 
best breeders and show animals. The clinician 
should have no hesitation in explaining that 
the aim of all his hygienic measures is to 
combat or anticipate the sterility syndrome and 
thus to enable the breeder to keep in business. 
The resources and temperament of the owner, 
the intelligence of the staff, the constantly 
changing epidemiology, the limitations of our 
knowledge of the disease; these and a hundred 
and one other shifts and worries will test to 
the full the resources of the clinician and his 
laboratory adviser. 

Other than strict hygiene what measures for 
preventing the sterility syndrome do we possess? 
For nearly two years we have advised the 
inoculation of each animal in the breeding 
kennels at three-monthly intervals with a 


0 











1542 No. 46. Vo. 50. 





preventive course (five doses) of autogenous 
vaccine composed of the group or groups of beta 
haemolytic streptococci which have’ been 
isolated from the kennels. Though the group G 
streptococcus has been more commonly isolated, 
we have isolated groups A, C, D, E, and several 
as yet unspecified groups. 

The preparation of an autogenous vaccine for 
a kennel demands vigilance and _ regular 
collaboration between clinician and laboratory. 
From one kennel the streptococci isolated may 
continue of the one group, a G or a D; on the 


other hand, we have a kennel from which 
groups G, C, A and E, have been isolated. 


Occasionally a bitch produces group G in her 
vaginal swab and group C in her throat swab; 
or vice-versa. What the significance of these 
findings is we do not know at the moment. 

Up to the present we have been unable accur- 
ately to assess the preventive value of autogenous 
vaccine. To obtain in commercial breeding ken- 
nels the conditions of a scientifically controlled 
experiment is impossible. On the other hand a 
preventive measure which will not stand up to 
the conditions of general practice is not worthy 
of serious consideration; and those of our 
clinical colleagues who have endeavoured to 
adopt our advice will doubtless testify to the 
severe tests to which they have subjected the 
vaccine. We are seeking to judge the efficacy 
of autogenous vaccine by its preventing the 
sterility syndrome, i.e., enabling the breeder to 
rear puppies; on the whole by this criterion 
autogenous vaccination is proving worthy of 
extended use. It does not appear to clear up 
the “carrier” bitch or dog, but it appears to 
confer upon the “ negatives” a resistance suffi- 
cient to enable them to produce living whelps 
despite persistent exposure to the infection. 

Curative-—During the catarrhal stage or in 
the transient form of puerperal fever with a 
temperature remaining below 104°, common 
sense nursing and no drugs or biological pro- 
ducts are required. If the temperature rises 
above 104° we advise prontosil, its administra- 
tion to be stopped when the temperature ‘has 
fallen below 104°. At this stage may we 
encourage our colleagues to study the admirable 
assessment of the value of  prontosil, by 
Professor A. IL. Garrod, entitled ‘“ The 
Chemotherapy of Bacterial Infections.” Lancet, 
1938, 1, 1125 and 1178. If the discharge per 
vaginam in the puerperal fever case is excessive 
or persistent some of our colleagues have found 
that irrigation with pure glycerine is of 
advantage. 

We have emphasised the frequency of gastro- 
enteritis associated with bowel worm infection. 
For these cases we advise thorough stomach 
lavage with warm normal saline, followed by 
the suspension of the patient by his hind legs 
and the lavage of the intestines. If necessary 
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the appropriate vermifuge may be given on the 
following day, or the lavage can be repeated 
according to the clinician’s judgment. Usually 
one wash out is a revelation. 


The development of nephritis calls for an 
initial stomach lavage, and a carbohydrate 
dietary (biscuits, bread, rusks, etc.) with fresh 
raw milk. Save for one to two ounces of minced 
raw liver twice per week in order to prevent 
anaemia, protein (in the form of meat and bone) 
should be eliminated. Liberal quantities of 
barley water as drink should be provided. <A 
simple sodae bicarb. mixture should be given 
daily to allay the stomach irritation. Laxatives 
(e.g., liquid paraffin) should be given if 
necessary. 

Fer the dermatitis simple warm soap and 
water baths daily, followed. by 15 minutes’ 
massage are advised. The external ears should 
be cleaned daily with tampons of wool 
moistened with alcohol. If cellulitis, abscesses 
or ulcers develop, in addition to the daily baths 
and massage we advise surgical drainage and 
an autogenous vaccine. The septic lesions 
should be swabbed with full strength hydrogen 
peroxide and dressed with a favoured mild 
antiseptic. The septic cases have responded 
very satisfactorily to these measures. The 
results are not so satisfactory with the uncom- 
plicated dry exfoliative dermatitis since six 
of Mr. D. C. Danby’s cases after discharge 
from hospital have had a recurrence of the 
pruritus. This point requires the earnest atten- 
tion of us all, since it is for the treatment of 
the pruritus on the dorsal surface of the body 
that the owner may first call in veterinary 
advice. 


SUMMARY 


From 128 bitches, dogs and whelps, the 
authors have isolated beta haemolytic strepto- 
cocci of the following groups—S88 G, 20 C, 5 A, 
4D, 2 E and 9 of a group as yet undetermined. 

A composite clinical picture drawn from the 
records of these cases presents, to the authors’ 
minds, the outlines of an acute contagious 
disease due to the beta haemolytic strepto- 
ecoccus. The clinical picture does not appear to 
vary with the group of streptococcus. 

Usually the initial infection is characterised 
by fever, respiratory catarrh, adenitis and 
skin rash, which resolve within several days 
when treated with the favoured remedies and 
within about a week when no remedies are 
administered. 

Desquamation of the rash commonly pro- 
longs the course of the disease. 

The uncomplicated infection does not appear 
to be fatal other than to sucklings. The 
symptoms tend to be more severe in the younger 
patients. 




















CS — )h —6[hhw)lhClUe 











= 








November 12th, 1938. 








The course and symptomatology are com- 
plicated by co-existent bowel-worm infection; 
also by the development of nephritis, arthritis 
or spasmophilia. 


The injurious effects on the breeding cycle 
of infected bitches (described as the sterility 
syndrome) are of major economic importance. 


The mortality rate is high in the foetus 
in utero and whelps (up to about 14 days of 
age) born of infected dams. 


Brief reference is made to a few aids in 
diagnosis and the differential diagnosis of canine 
distemper, parasitic dermatitis and chronic 
nephritis. 


Suggestions for preventive and curative treat- 
ment are given. 


Appendix of Case Histories 


No. 1.—(Case No. 4991); dachshund bitch, 
maiden, five-and-a-half months. Onset of 
temperature 105°; went off food; lay curled up 
on her bed, but got up wagging her tail when 
called; rapid respiration; wateriness of eyes 
and nostrils; dead within 48 hours. Autopsy 
revealed good state of nutrition; generalised 
erythema over whole skin surface; moderate 
degree of conjunctivitis with a bead of mucopus 
at inner canthus both eyes; brown slime over 
teeth and buccal mucosa; altered blood and 
eight adult Toxrocara canis in stomach; acute 
haemorrhagic ulcerative duodenitis; large amount 
of altered blood, mucus and Toxocara canis 
throughout small intestine; soft melaenic faeces 
in large intestines; albuminous degeneration of 
liver; acute nephrosis; gelatinous oedema 
mediastinum; commencing aspiration broncho- 
pneumonia. Urine (post-mortem), 1055, acid, 
albumen +, bile pigment +, granular cylindrical 
cells and plugs, no polymorphs. Group G strepto- 
coccus (SHC. 64) isolated with B. coli and 
Staphylococcus albus from the lungs; B.H.S. (not 
grouped) isolated from the urine; cultures of 
heart blood, liver and spleen were sterile (K. 
Morant, M.R.C.V.S.). 


No. 2.—(Case No. 4963); W.H. terrier bitch, 
maiden, aged ten months. First observed ill 
on February 17th, with temperature’ 105°. 
Nursed by owner who administered Antibacsyn 
on February 17th and 22nd and March 5th. 
On March 6th “the muscles of her hind limbs 
were rigid, she stood as if on stilts.” On March 
7th blood was passed per rectum and she died 
in the evening, the 19th day of her illness. 
Autopsy revealed slight emaciation; bilateral 
empyema with about three ounces of strawberry 
and cream exudate; gangrenous aspiration 
bronchopneumonia; acute ulceration with 
haemorrhage of stomach; acute duodenitis; large 
quantity of altered blood and Toxocara canis in 
small intestine; brown slime covering teeth and 
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buccal mucosa; albuminous degeneration of liver; 
spleen pale, dry and shrunken; acute pyaemic 
nephritis; congestion of meninges at base of 
brain. Group C streptococcus (SHC. 63) was 
isolated in pure culture from thoracic exudate, 
liver, heart blood and kidney. Cultures of spleen, 
uterus and brain were negative. (D. C. Danby, 
M.R.C.V.S.). 

No. 3.—(Case No. 5075); dachshund bitch, 
maiden, aged ten months. At three months of 
age recovered from a severe attack of distemper. 
Two weeks ago developed inappetence, enlarged 
submaxillary and popliteal glands, tonsillitis, 
watery nasal and ocular discharge and diarrhoea. 
Temperature varied from normal to 104.° Is now 
normal except for a dry scaly pruritus. Group G 
streptococcus (SHC. 90) was isolated from her 
vaginal swab; her throat swab was negative. 
(J. McLintoch, M.R.c.Vv.s.). 


No. 4.—(Case No. 4939); fox terrier, male, aged 
twelve months. On purchase owner observed 
pruritus. Examination six days later revealed 
a slight mucoid discharge at inner canthus both 
eyes; congested conjunctivae; a discrete papular 
eruption on abdomen and inside of thighs; 
excess cerumen; emaciation and_ lethargy; 
temperature not recorded, skin scrapings and 
cerumen negative for parasites. Group E strepto- 
coccus (SHC. 60) was isolated from throat swab. 
On eleventh day of treatment a faint wetness 
persisted in eyes and nostrils, temperature 101-8°, 
pruritus absent and skin clear save for a slight 
superficial ulceration of scrotum. Subsequently 
uneventful recovery. (P. J. Cautley, M.R.C.Vv.S.). 


No. 5.—(Case No. 5353); spaniel, male, aged six 
months. Admitted with extensive cellulitis of 
both external ears, parotid region, dorsum of 
neck, loins and on both quarters; sinuses dis- 
charging a gelatinous haemorrhagic exudate; G 
streptococcus (SHC. 122) isolated from the 
exudate. Treatment—clipping entire body; 
surgical drainage of cellulitis lesions and swab- 
bing of H,O,; daily warm water and iodine 
baths; autogenous vaccine 2 c.c. at four-day 
intervals. On the thirty-second day puppy was 
discharged; all lesions have disappeared except 
for some wrinkling of both ears due to scar 
tissue. Highest temperature recorded—103-2°. 
(D. C. Danby, M.R.C.v.s.). : 


No. 6.—(Case No. 5823), St. Bernard, dog, aged 
two-and-a-half years. Vaccinated against dis- 
temper at three months of age. No previous 
illness. On June 21st onset of bleeding from 
the mouth; petechiae observed on gums, tongue, 
tonsils, glans penis, prepuce, inside both external 
ears, eyelids, and skin of all parts of the body. 
No fever. On June 23rd haemorrhages observed 
in the iris of both eyes; prontosil, gr. vii 
b.i.d., turpentine mxx. b.i.d. On June 27th, the 
general condition was good; temperature 103:8°; 
purpura generalised except on scrotum; petechiae 
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and haemorrhagic erosions on lips, buccal and 
pharyngeal mucosa, conjunctival margins, penis, 
prepuce, interdigital spaces, abdomen, neck, 
back, loins, flanks and chest. Group C strepto- 
coccus (SHC, 157) was isolated from a bleeding 
ulcer at the urethral orifice. A beta haemolytic 
streptococcus was obtained from the throat swab 
but we failed to separate it from a_ profuse 
growth of a haemolytic B. coli. Cultures from 
the conjunctival sacs and erosions on the lips 
were negative. Treatment comprised daily 
stomach and intestinal lavage with normal saline; 
orange juice, milk and calcium’ phosphate; 
adrenalin swabs to the haemorrhagic erosions; 
ovrontosil continued. On July 7th, Mr. R. A. 
Willett reported that “ the St. Bernard has almost 
completely recovered; the haemorrhages have 
gradually cleared up; the faeces are practically 
black, possibly due to the presence of altered 
blood; the temperature taken t.i.d. has remained 
steady at 101°5° in the morning and 102° in 
the evening.” (R. A. Willett, m.r.c.v.s.) 


No. 7.—(Case No. 5199); Alsatian bitch, born 
January 7th, 1936. During January, 1937, had 
diarrhoea at short intervals. In April, 1937, 
sudden onset of inability to see, lasting two to 
three days. A few weeks later began with 
“fits”’ which were very pronounced when first 
seen in August. In a typical fit she turns her 
head round to the left until she falls over with 
fixed staring eyes; on the floor she “ gallops” 


with her hind legs; her breath comes in gasps;’ 


there is no rigidity or opisthotonus, and she 
does not lose consciousness since she deliber- 
ately holds her breath on the application of 
ammonia fumes to her nostrils. After about five 
minutes on the floor she makes two or three 
jerky movements of the trunk muscles and then 
slowly rises to her feet, and remains dazed for 
about 15 minutes. If a fit appears when at 
exercise she gallops madly in circles, without 
using her voice. Her faeces were negative for 
parasites. Post-distemper meningitis was sus- 
pected; treatment was symptomatic, no 
improvement was observed. At Christmas, 1937, 
the bitch was very ill with temperature 107°5°; 
after seven days’ treatment with omnadin (2 c.c. 
b.i.d.) the temperature became normal but the 
fits continued to recur at intervals of about three 
days. Ovarian hyperactivity was diagnosed; 
eventually the owner consented to  ovaro- 
hysterectomy being performed on April 7th, 1938. 
The uterus was opened at the laboratories; group 
G streptococcus (SHC. 109) was isolated from 
the cornua of the uterus which were slightly 
distended with oestral fluid; histology revealed 
a normal oestrus and diplococci and cocci among 
the exfoliating epithelium; no histological evi- 
dence of metritis was found. The patient was 
discharged after exhaustive tests of the nervous 
system had proved negative. No recurrence of 
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the symptoms or of ill-health has been noted. 
(P. J. Cautley, M.R.C.v.s.). 

No. 8.—(Case No. 5376), spaniel bitch, aged 
two years. On April 9th whelped eight pups 
on term, labour long but unassisted. On April 
10th first whelp died; April 11th, second whelp 
died, April 14th third whelp died. On April 
15th fourth whelp developed a large swelling 
of the submaxillary region which was filled with 
watery exudate; destroyed. On April 24th the 
fifth whelp developed an abscess over the left 
side of the abdomen and was.destroyed; autopsy 
revealed an enlarged soft pale spleen; a swollen 
pale liver, and the abscess from the creamy pus 
of which Group C streptococcus (SHC. 120) 
was isolated; cultures of the liver, spleen and 
lung, were negative. On April 12th the bitch, 
which for some time preceding parturition had 
been suffering from pruritus and a dry skin, 
developed ulcers on both hind legs and chest; she 
was dressed as for sarcoptic mange. Other sores 
developed on the withers. On May 2nd skin 
scraping were negative for parasites; Group 
G streptococcus (SHC. 124) was isolated from her 


vaginal swab; her throat was negative. (E. R. 
Ambrose, M.R.C.V.S.). 
No. 9.—(Case No. 5150); dachshund bitch; 


imported 1937, supposed to be in whelp but 
missed; was in contact with a suspected case 
during quarantine and after’ release’ had 
paroxysmal “cough.” On March 24th, 1938, 
uterine inertia, assisted parturition, five live 
whelps, temperature 102°4°. Puerperal sepsis 
developed; on March 29th Group G streptococcus 
(SHC. 96) was isolated from her vaginal swab. 
Prontosil 3:5 c.c. of 5 per cent. solution daily 
on March 26th, 27th, 28th and 29th; prontosil 
one half of 74 gr. tablet on March 30th and 3ist. 
Temperature had dropped to 100°3° on March 
30th. Died April ist. Whelps reared on foster 
mother. Autopsy revealed purulent metritis, no 
extension of the sepsis beyond the uterus; 
pyorrhoea and acute ulcerative gingivitis; catar- 
rhal gastritis and a recent slight haemorrhage 
from the pyloric mucosa; catarrh of duodenum 
and jejunum; no parasites in alimentary tract; 
“ acute yellow atrophy ” type of necrosis of liver; 
early acute cortical necrosis of the kidneys; 
acute passive congestion of spleen; pul.aonary 
oedema; dilatation of the right ventricle. Group 
G streptococcus (SHC. 108) was isolated with 
B. coli from the uterine exudate; cultures of 
lung, liver and spleen were sterile. In our 
opinion death was due to prontosil poisoning. 
(K. Hernaman-Johnson, M.R.C.V.S.). 


The collaboration of the following veterinary 
surgeons is gratefully acknowledged: H. W. 
Steele-Bodger, D. C. Danby, R. Machin, P. J. 
Cautley, F. E. Rickard, C. S. Haselden, J. C. 
Rix, R. Willett, F. A. Crowhurst, Beryl 
Copithorne, K. Hernaman-Johnson, B. M. 
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Murray, M. Jaques, C. M. Ford, K. Morant, 
A. J. James, J. B. Tutt, E. R. Ambrose and 
P. F. How. 


The foregoing paper was the last of the three 
short papers presented to and considered at the 
session of Congress, N.V.M.A., held in the 
Concert Hall, Empire Exhibition, Glasgow, on 
the morning of Friday, September 9th, 1938. 

Professor G. W. Weir (Glasgow) presiding 
over a good attendance, announced that as Dr. 
Hare—whom he introduced—did not wish to 
make any observations concerning the paper 
prior to the discussion, he would call upon the 
Recording Secretary (Mr. S. G. Abbott) to read 
the contribution forwarded to open the dis- 
cussion by Mr. Steele-Bodger, whose absence 
was most regretted by all. 


Discussion 


Mr. H. W. STEELE-BopGerR (Tamworth, Staffs): 
It is customary for the opener of a discussion 
to extend congratulations to the author or 
authors—sometimes these congratulations are 
deserved, sometimes they are not. In this 
instance my congratulations are sincere and well 
merited. The authors have stated their case 
simply and the conclusions they have drawn are 
submitted for our consideration and criticism 
in all humility and earnestness; there is a com- 
plete lack of dogmatism and the authors ask for 
our co-operation in the solution of the problems 
associated with this, very difficult and complex 
disease. 

Generally speaking, and in my experience, it is 
the chronic type of the disease which is the 
more important,- both to the veterinarian and 
the client—particularly the breeder of pedigree 
dogs, on account of the insidious nature of its 
onset and development and the subsequent loss 
which may ensue to the breeder over a period 
of years. 

It may well be that we fail to recognise the 
acute type of the disease in many instances and 
that often we are unwittingly treating a case of 
haemolytic streptococcal infection, The authors 
have, however, admitted that the disease may 
rapidly become confused by the invasion of 
other organisms, and I find great difficulty in 
persuading myself that some, at least, of the 
symptoms described under “ complications,” 
are in fact due to the haemolytic streptococcus 
and not to other causes. My belief that this is 
so is strengthened by the fact that in my own 
practice the great majority of dogs which have 
been found to be_ positive to haemolytic 
streptococcus on swabbing either throat or 
vagina have been clinically healthy at the time 
of swabbing. 
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I would not, however, under-estimate the 
importance of the presence of a heavy infesta- 
tion with round worms, particularly in young 
dogs, and I believe that these or their toxins 
may well prove the deciding factor in the ulti- 
mate result of disease arising from other causes 
of which the haemolytic streptococcus may be 
one. On the other hand, one has to admit that 
one very frequently finds enormous numbers of 
ascarids in apparently healthy puppies and 
young dogs. Undoubtedly recto-oesophageal 
lavage with normal saline solution has much to 
recommend it and [I am satisfied that one can 
rid the stomach and intestines of ascarids in 
this way with much greater safety than by using 
worm “ medicines.” 

The symptoms of gastro-enteritis described by 
the authors, even after persisting for weeks and 
resisting other lines of treatment, will often 
respond miraculously to  recto-oesophageal 
lavage with normal saline even though the 
vomitus reveals absolutely nothing abnormal to 
the naked eye. 

The same is true of the symptom “ spasmo- 
philia.” In my practice, after eliminating such 
causes as ear mites, etec., we make a regular 
habit of submitting all such cases to recto- 
oesophageal lavage and though frequently the 
macroscopic result is astonishingly “ positive,” 
very often it is macroscopically “ negative,” yet 
the symptoms disappear. 

The complication described by the authors 
which intrigues me most is the one headed 
“ Albuminuria and Nephritis.” In one kennel 
infected with the beta haemolytic streptococcus 
—the most heavily infected of all—no fewer 
than nine dogs and bitches were destroyed 
in an advanced state of chronic interstitial 
nephritis during the past three years. The ages 
of the dogs varied between 14 months and six 
years. Many of the dogs in this kennel normally 
have albumen in the urine. Probably the most 
common single cause for destruction of dogs in 
my district is chronic interstitial nephritis. Is 
it possible that the haemolytic streptococcus is 
responsible for this condition? If so, the auto- 
genous vaccine would appear to have had no 
effect upon the incidence of the disease in the 
above-mentioned kennel. 

I agree with the authors when they say that 
“with the exception of the infrequent case of 
puerperal sepsis these manifestations of the 
streptococcal infection do not affect the appetite, 
spirits or general condition of the bitch.” “ Thus 
the damage is economic—the owner’s inability 
to obtain or rear whelps from infected bitches.” 
The effects most frequently seen in my practice 
appear to be the inability to conceive, or uterine 
inertia at the time of whelping necessitating the 
use of forceps with a possible puerperal sepsis 
supervening. This last does not give me cause 
for anxiety as I have never yet lost a bitch from 
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puerperal sepsis, and now that in addition to 
aseptic and antiseptic measures one has pronto- 
sil to fall back on, I consider that to lose a bitch 
from puerperal sepsis would be almost 
inexcusable, 

The remaining cause of economic loss is the 
death of the whelps either shortly after birth 
or during the first week or ten days of life; this, 
in my opinion, may be due either to a prenatal 
infection or to the pups nosing round the hind- 
quarters of the dam and ingesting some of the 
vaginal discharges from the hairs or teats. 

I share the authors’ feeling of hopelessness at 
getting most owners to appreciate the meaning 
of the two words “ hygiene” and “ isolation.” 

In one infected kennel in my practice over 
40 dogs were examined; nearly all had inflamed 
throats—some of them extremely sore looking— 
and yet few of these dogs showed malaise or 
experienced difficulty in swallowing; a few had 
high temperatures bul these were nol necessarily 
those which showed the grossest throat lesions. 

In another kennel (the most heavily infected 
previously referred to) where Dr. Hare’s auto- 
genous vaccine had been used, no symptoms of 
acute haemolytic streptococcal infection have 
ever been noted amongst the dogs, but four cats, 
kept to keep down the rats and mice, became 
affected with an acute septic pneumonia and 
either died or were destroyed all within a week; 
temperatures varied from 102° to 105° but food 
was taken not unwillingly almost up to the time 
of death. Post-mortem examination revealed a 
copious amount of greyish brown fluid in the 
chest cavity from which Dr, Hare informed me 
he isolated haemolytic streptococcus in almost 
pure culture. 

In this particular kennel, for several years, 
the percentage of barren or sterile’ bitches 
steadily increased until it became almost 
impossible to get any live whelps and if born 
alive they died before weaning. Every pregnant 
bitch had uterine inertia and for two years no 
bitch whelped unaided. After swabbing, all the 
bitches were vaccinated every four months for ¢ 
period of 12 months. Following vaccination 
most of the bitches conceived and produced live 
pups which have survived and reached maturity. 

One almost constant feature, however, has 
appeared to be associated with the vaccination. 
Each bitch and all the pups have developed the 
acute pruritus and dermatitis described by the 
authors which has made it impossible to show 
the bitches or sell the pups at pedigree prices. 
These sequelae unfortunately have not been con- 
fined to this one kennel, which rather gives one 
the impression that it cannot be’ mere 
coincidence. On the other hand, in the kennels 
referred to, skin parasites are not unknown and 
may be to some extent responsible. I propose 
to continue using Dr. Hare’s vaccine in specially 
selected small kennels where I can be assured 
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of the wholehearted co-operation of the owners. 

More recently, I have been trying the effect of 
prontosil soluble intramuscularly a few hours 
before mating, followed by prontosil album for 
the succeeding fortnight; treatment is then dis- 
continued for six weeks. The administration of 
album is recommenced about seven days prior 
to whelping and an intramuscular injection 
given in some cases at the onset of labour and 
in other cases immediately after whelping, the 
album being continued for a further seven days. 

At the moment it is too early for me to state 
definitely the effect of this line of treatment but 
so far results are encouraging. 

[I might interpolate here that prontosil soluble 
appears to have a prompt diuretic effect; the 
prontosil may be excreted in the urine within 
ten minutes of injection, and the stain on clothes 
and carpets may make the operator unpopular. 
The stains may, however, be removed by rinsing 
in water containing two drams of sodium 
carbonate and three drams of sodium thio- 
sulphate to the gallon. 

I have been amazed at the widespread inci- 
dence of beta haemolytic streptococcus infection; 
the loss to breeders of pedigree dogs due to 
its presence is incalculable, but it must be 
enormous, and it behoves all interested parties, 
veterinary and lay, to leave no stone unturned 
in an endeavour to limit its effect and devise 
means to combat its ravages. The profession 
and the “dog world” are indebted to the 
authors for the work which they are doing and 
for presenting this paper. 

In conclusion, I would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking Dr. Hare publicly for 
the immense amount of trouble which he has 
taken on my behalf and for the help which he 
has always unstintingly given; also Bayer 
Products for literature and generous supplies of 
prontosil for experimental purposes. 

Miss OLGA Uvarov (Leatherhead, Surrey) said 
that she thought Mr. Steele-Bodger had empha- 
sised sufficiently how very important Dr. Hare’s 
work had been in connection with this disease 


‘and had expressed their very deep appreciation 


to Dr. Hare and to Dr. Fry. She did not know 
to what extent the disease was prevalent in this 
part of the country, Glasgow, but as far as 
Surrey and the surrounding counties were con- 
cerned it was very serious. At one time if one 
saw a dozen cases in a day, nine or ten would 
be of this particular disease, and it was due to 
Dr. Hare and his co-workers that they were able 
to diagnose it. 

She would like to ask Dr. Hare, in regard to 
the condition, whether he found persistence of 
enlargement of the lymphatic glands for a matter 
of months, not only weeks. She had had cases 
where the enlargement had been present for 
anything up to a year. In one particular set of 
kennels it started with tonsillitis and laryngitis. 
This was treated as a sore throat, but six months 
later the owner began to lose puppies. Some 
of the puppies died without any symptoms, or 
the bitches started to discharge profusely. Dr. 
Hare’s laboratory definitely proved in that case 
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the haemolytic streptococcal infection. She had 
been informed that during the six months the 
two bitches in question had an enlargement of 
the cervical and popliteal lymphatic glands. 

In the early stages of tonsillitis due to beta 
haemolytic streptococcus, one could be puzzled 
as to whether the condition was co-existing with 
that of distemper. One thing which she had 
found had helped her greatly in some cases, was 
that they evinced uncomplicated distemper by 
merely a high temperature and in the majority 
of cases either one or two attacks of sickness 
during the first day of illness. But if it were 
tonsillitis without distemper, there was no sick- 
ness, but, as the owners graphically described 
it, it appeared as if “the dog in trying 
to clear his throat” brought up a certain amount 
of thick white sputum; but no vomition took 
place. 

In her limited number of cases she had not 
found many of inertia; the bitches whelped 
sasily, but in two or three days’ time there was 
an acute rise of temperature and the appearance 
of uterine discharge. The puppies began to die 
either without showing any signs of malaise, or 
the symptoms were so acute that death took 
place within a few hours of their onset. 

She would also like to know if Dr. Hare had 
any cases of enlargement of joints in the bitches 
themselves. Two cases had been seen of this 
type. In the first one the bitch developed 
enlargement of both carpal joints; unfortunately 
the owner did not wish to carry out the treat- 
ment and the bitch was destroyed. In the other 
case, just two or three days before the Congress 
was due to take place, the bitch lost seven 
puppies within three days, and at the end of the 
fifth day she developed a tremendously big 
abscess at the elbow joint. Eventually the 
abscess broke. She did not have time to have 
the pus examined, but she presumed it was the 
same infection, and she would like to know 
whether it was correct to presume it was the 
same infection, or whether she was dealing with 
something else there. 

In conclusion, she desired to thank Dr. Hare 
again for all the — he had given, and she 
hoped he would be able to help them even more, 
and that he might include cats in his work, 
because within the last few weeks she was 
getting a tremendous number of cases of tonsilli- 
tis and pharyngitis in cats. Whether it was the 
same infection one did not know, but it. would 
be a great help to have the benefit of Dr. Hare’s 
researches, because the treatment of tonsillitis 
in cats was not an easy task. 

Dr. R. F. MontrGomerie (Beckenham) said he 
felt a little diffident in rising to contribute to the 
discussion since he must express views which 
were quite contrary to those which Dr. Hare 
had set out in his paper, and previous speakers, 
it seemed, had endorsed. It was, however, only 
proper that such views be put before the meet- 
ing if they were held, and he believed they were, 
for really sound reasons. He knew Dr, Hare 
would expect one to contest his conclusions if 
they thought them incorrect. 

He had followed this work of Dr. Hare’s with 
very great interest and he did not, for one 
minute, suggest that it was not of considerable 
value; it was rather the conclusions which had 
been reached which he wished to contest. He 
could not accept that the — haemolytic 
streptococcus was the cause of all the trouble- 
rather, all the series of troubles—which had 
been ascribed to it. His first reason was that 
haemolytic streptococci were of very common 
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occurrence in normal dogs. Some of them knew 
that now he was associated with an institution 
at which there was a considerable breeding 
compound of dogs held in isolation. All these 
dogs were susceptible to distemper and all were 
under close supervision which included daily 
temperature taking. The bitches had = good 
breeding records and there had been no breed- 
ing troubles such .as those described in the 
paper. Yet they could isolate haemolytic 
streptococci with regularity from these bitches 
and, so far as they had gone, the majority of 
the strains were of the “G” type. That fact 
alone made it difficult to accept that the isolation 
of streptococci from bitches in kennels in which 
breeding troubles were rife was good evidence 
of their being responsible for that condition. 

His second reason was that if one did succeed 
in getting the haemolytic streptococci to set up 
disease in the dog, that disease would have a 
phase so acute that even the owner would 
recognise it. He therefore found it difficult’ to 
accept that those many dogs which had been 
described as carriers of the organism were dogs 
which had passed through a disease so mild 
that it had been unobserved by the owner and 
the velerinary attendant, 

He admitted that haemolytic streptococci were 
important secondary invaders and. knew from 
his own experience that they quite frequently 
were responsible for a major part of the dis- 
temper syndrome as seen in “street” cases. 
The disease set up by infection with distemper 
virus gave streptococci their opportunity to 
produce pathogenic effects, and having gained a 
hold they made their presence felt. It almost 
seemed that this might be the acute phase of 
the agree enc ‘al disease to which Dr. Hare 
made reference but it must be remembered that 
in their kennel of distemper-susceptible healthy 
dogs haemolytic streptococci could often be 
isolated. 

He must say that he could not conceive auto- 
genous” streptococcal vaccines producing the 
beneficial results which had been claimed for 
them. He did not suggest, of course, that these 
were not true records of happenings but, rather, 
that vaccination had had credit where no credit 
was due to it. At a previous session they had 
seen it accepted that streptococcal vaccines did 
not favourably influence chronic or carrier 
infections. In a recent paper there had been 
described a method of preparing a streptococcal 
antigen which did appear to evoke immunity 
response in the injected animal. He would, 
then, wish to ask Dr. Hare if the vaccine which 
he believed to be so successful was prepared by 
some special method or by the ordinary accepted 
mode of preparation. Assuming, as they were 
entitled to do in this case, that the very best and 
most modern methods were in use, he was 
entirely unconvinced that vaccination was 
responsible for all these favourable results. One 
case within the experience of their own 
laboratory well illustrated the need for caution 
in this connection, The practitioner in charge 
of a large kennel sought their help in a case 
which would fit in well with the picture drawn 
for streptococcal trouble—breeding difficulties 
and the death of young whelps. They had ample 
material but could only isolate ordinary B. coli. 
The practitioner rather clamoured for an auto- 
genous vaccine despite the suggestion that it 
could not be of value. In the end he was 
supplied with a quantity on an experimental 
basis and was so delighted with the results of its 
injection that he has since been most anxious to 
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have further material. They did not credit that 
vaccine with the prevention of disease in these 
kennels; they doubted if streptococcal vaccine 
deserved more in others, 

Despite these criticisms and the suggestions 
that far too sweeping conclusions had _ been 
drawn from scanty and incomplete evidence, he 
could cordially join with others in appreciating 
the work which Dr. Hare had done. He had, 
therefore, little doubt but that his remarks would 
be accepted in the spirit in which they had been 
made. 

Mr. J. S. PAtTerRSon (Cambridge) said that, 
during the last three years, he had had some 
little experience, from the laboratory point of 
view, of the disease described by Dr. Hare. They 
had investigated some similar outbreaks and in 
the main their findings were in agreement with 
those of Dr. Hare. They had constantly found a 
haemolytic streptococcus, but they had not 
grouped the organisms isolated. 

There was one finding which he thought Dr. 
Hare had not mentioned, and that was that at 
Cambridge they had found a fair amount of 
abortion in affected kennels. In several cases 
which had been brought to their notice, the 
puppies appeared to have been dead a consider- 
able time before abortion took place and on 
examining the mummified foetuses they were 
able to isolate the haemolytic streptococcus. 
They had prepared vaccines and had had vary- 
ing reports as to the results. He would like to 
ask Dr. Hare if he had_ investigated’ the 
pathogenicity of those streptococci he had 
isolated. 

One wondered whether prontosil was having 
the beneficial effect that had been claimed 
for it. Prontosil and other’ preparations 
of the sulphanilamide type were very effective 
against Group A, but certainly had but little 
effect against Streplococcus agalactiae, the cause 
of chronic mastitis in cattle. He desired to ask 
Dr. Hare if he had carried out any control 
experiments to find out if sulphanilamide 
preparations had any real curative effect upon 
streptococcus infections in dogs. 

Tue REPLY 

Dr. Tom Hare, replying to the points raised 
in the discussion, said that there could be no 
dispute over one fact—that the conference had 
produced a remarkable exhibition of courage, 
firstly by a few Englishmen attempting to dance 
the Highland Reel—(laughter)—and secondly by 
Dr. Montgomerie for stating clearly, courageously 
and succinctly exactly what he thought. Dr. Fry 
and he appreciated the difficulty of drawing 
accurate conclusions from observations lacking 
the confirmation of the experimental repro- 
duction of the disease under controlled methods. 
They had collated the observed facts as ascer- 
tained in general practice by a number of their 
clinical colleagues working in close collabora- 
tion with them at the laboratory. This, he 
contended, was the preliminary stage in ascer- 
taining accurate knowledge of a disease or of a 
syndrome. The next stage—and he hoped Dr. 
Montgomerie, Professor Dalling and others of 
their pathologists would collaborate—was_ to 
attempt to reproduce, under strictly controlled 
experimental conditions, the disease or syn- 
dromes which he and Dr. Fry had endeavoured 
to define. 

He agreed with Dr. Montgomerie that it was 
right and proper that they should hammer out 
all their dullersnces and only wished he was in a 

osition to answer him fully. He confessed he 
had a very great deal to learn of this problem, 
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but he would attempt, very briefly, to answer 
some of the discussion. 

Firstly, he wished to emphasise that there 
were several experienced breeders who had 
recognised a disease differing from canine dis- 
temper, to which these breeders had given the 
name of “ canine ’flu”; we, as a profession, must 
acknowledge that a few laymen had _ spotted 
something which we had failed hitherto to spot. 

There was another point he wanted Dr. 
Montgomerie seriously to consider. <A_ high 
proportion—something in the region of 85 per 
cent.—of their adult cases previously had been 
immunised, by Burroughs Wellcome methods, 
against canine distemper. Thus a lot of Dr. 
Montgomerie’s criticisms might come back 
rather severely on his own head; he should go 
back to Beckenham and carefully consider the 
fallibility of the Laidlaw-Dunkin method of 
distemper immunisation. He himself was fully 
prepared to accept that method as sound, but 
here they had this fact to cope with—that these 
dogs and bitches, having been successfully 
immunised, had subsequently produced the 
syndromes or disease which he and Dr. Fry had 
attempted to define. 

There was, as he saw it, a close analogy 
between this canine disease and that of equine 
strangles, also of puerperal sepsis, scarlet fever 
and other clinical manifestations of the beta 
haemolytic streptococcal infection of man. 

With regard to the infection in cats, which 
had been raised by Miss Uvarov and Mr. Steele- 
Bodger: he hoped shortly to publish a short 
paper on their feline cases. Mr. Steele-Bodger 
had referred to five cats which died within a 
week of infection with the group “G” 
streptococcus. That was the same group which 
they were isolating at the time from the bitches 
and dogs of the kennel. Possibly the cats, 
previously clinically healthy, had contracted the 
beta haemolytic streptococcus from the bitches. 
Since that first introduction to the disease in the 
cat he had other very similar occurrences, and 
he thought that the disease was probably com- 
municable from dog to cat and vice-versa. 

On the question as to how the vaccine was 
prepared, he thought it would convey all that 
was necessary to Dr. Montgomerie’s mind if he 
told him that it was a formolised meat broth 
culture, of 24 hours’ incubation, of the group or 
groups which were obtained in a kennel. They 
found that in the one kennel they might 
isolate as many as four different groups of the 
beta haemolytic streptococcus. Consequently, 


-they grouped the streptococci from each kennel 


and made _ autogenous’ vaccine’ for each 
kennel. He had certainly not been dogmatic in 
his statements in the paper as to the efficacy of 
autogenous vaccine. He had recorded just what 
they had done and he had stated that they were 
not in a position at the moment to draw final 
conclusions as to its efficacy. But his general 
impression was (and he was glad to hear the 
observations of Mr. Steele-Bodger who had had a 
good deal of experience of its use) that it was 
well worth while as a preventive and in a high 
proportion of cases its use as a curative was 
attended by the disappearance of symptoms. 
Mr. Steele-Bodger and Miss Uvarov raised the 
very important and difficult “ carrier” problem. 
He had the good fortune to have, near London, 
three kennels which he had been able to keep 
under close and continuous observation over a 
period of 18 months. Detailed records were 
kept of every dog, bitch and puppy in these 
kennels, including temperatures taken twice 
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The Loveday Report : 


THE LAYOUT OF THE COURSE OF 
VETERINARY EDUCATION; SOME 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES 


URING their enguiries, the Loveday Coim- 

mittee heard from witnesses a large volume 
of evidence upon the course of study, principally 
in the form of suggestions for the revision of 
the present R.C.V.S. curriculum and examina- 
tions. They have presented in concise order the 
outstanding points of criticism, and then dis- 
play side by side with the R.C.V.S. programme 
their own modified one, which, they say, repre- 
sents a reorganisation and improvement of the 
whole course of study, and embodies the 
suggestions they have accepted in the criticisms. 
They next explain the need for this resetting 
and finally emphasise that their curriculum 
forms the background to many of the important 
changes which they have included in their pro- 
posed scheme of veterinary education. Upon 
that, of course, there can be no doubt. ““We are 
convinced,” they say, “ that the adoption by the 
R.C.V.S. of this curriculum would materially 
assist in raising veterinary education and con- 
sequently the standing of the profession to that 
level which the needs of the country demand.” 


daily. They had found that an infected dog, 
bitch or puppy might reveal nothing more than 
a slight fleeting malaise, i.e., they were “ sub- 
clinical cases,” or what the old pathologists used 
to call cases of “ sub-infection.’ He wished to 
draw particular attention to these sub-clinical 
cases because in their general practice he would 
ask them to press for the details of the 
previous history. He was convinced that if they 
could only get their clients to give them an 
unprejudiced history, almost invariably they 
would find a history of some mild upset in those 
cases which showed no signs of ill-health at 
the time of isolating the beta haemolytic 
streptococcus from their swabs, urine, etc. The 
more spectacular acute forms of the disease 
were not likely to be missed; it was the “ sub- 
clinical case” which was so easily overlooked. 

He thanked Dr. Montgomerie again and 
invited him to stick to his opinions because by 
such free discussion and frank disagreement 
they would at least stimulate their colleagues in 
other veterinary laboratories and in general 
practice to collaborate in the task of accurately 
defining this disease. 
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Any recommendation made the adoption of 
which is likely to have this consequence, merits 
hearty welcome and closest examination by the 
profession itself. 

Hitherto, the planning of the curriculum and 
examinations and the conduct of the latter have 
been entirely the prerogative of the Council, 
R.C.V.S. This body will feel, not unnaturally 
perhaps, some resentment at suggestions put 
forward by an outside body, for the first time, 
to modify a programme which, it can rightly 
hold, has been eyolved as the result of long 
years of intimate experience. We intend no 
disparagement of the task which the Council 
has discharged, most admirably and to the 
lasting gratitude of the whole profession, when 
we say the setting of the programme. of 
instruction is a matter so vital to our interests 
that any constructive criticisms upon the exist- 
ing one and any suggestions for improvement 
must always be cordially welcomed = and 
examined scrupulously upon their intrinsic 
merit. It should be borne in mind, however, 
that the five years’ course, as outlined by the 
R.C.V.S., has only just completed its first cycle 
and it is not improbable that steps will be taken 
which will result in adjustinents dictated by 
experience. 

Before we proceed to examine the modified 
programme upon points of detail, it is important 
to lay down clearly some principles that we 
believe ought to govern us from our professional 
standpoint in designing a proper layout of 
veterinary education, or criticising an existing 
or a proposed one :— 


(1) It must be designed towards a single 
objective—the production of a competent 
veterinarian. 


(2) The title of veterinary surgeon is a 
privileged one, safeguarded by Statute; in 
return for this grivilege the holder of the 
title must be qualified, by the possession of 
special knowledge and skill not below a pre- 
scribed minimum, to exercise competently 
the professional duties which the public 
ought to be expected reasonably to associate 
with the title. 


(3) The course must be designed to pro- 
vide the student with all the essentials of 
available knowledge, and with opportunities 
for acquiring the requisite skill, to discharge 
the duties of his profession; and it must 
equip him to add (himself) to his knowledge 
and skill throughout his later career. 


(4) The course must be woven into a 
harmonious pattern, in which is embedded 
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the strictly relevant, necessary, and _ trust- 
worthy information that is available at the 
time and is obtainable from all sources, and 
it must be adapted to the circumstances and 
needs of the time. 


(5) The course of instruction must be 
planned so that it can be achieved by the 
selected student, with reasonable sustained 
application, at reasonable cost, and within 
a reasonable time—all of which must not 
represent an expenditure in effort, money, 
and time out of proportion to the subsequent 
remuneration of the graduate in the normal 
exercise of his profession. 


It may well be alleged that the above state- 
ments of principle are mere common-sense 
platitudes. Yet, the history of veterinary 
education, since its beginning 175 years ago, 
shows how often and how violently the dictates 
of common sense and reason have been trans- 
gressed. Some indication of the dire conse- 
quences of these transgressions is given in the 
outspoken statements contained in Professor 
Leelainche’s address (reproduced in our issue 
of October 15th last). Much more is given, in 
his recent historical book, upon the evils intro- 
duced early into the system of training at the 
French and other continental veterinary schools, 
which were at the time handsomely endowed 
by the State and were staffed by several 
teachers of outstanding ability. What happened 
at the same time in the impoverished British 
schools has been studiously explained by the 
late General Smith and it makes very unsavoury 
reading. The moral to be drawn is that the 
evils were not by any means always caused by 
the interference of outside bodies. In the few 
cases where such bodies intervened’ their 
influence has been sometimes incalculably good, 
us When the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England, through the intermediary of Youatt 
in 1840 against opposition gave support to the 
London Veterinary: College to begin teaching 
upon cattle and other farm animals, after a 
period when the teaching had been entirely 
confined to the horse. The domination of the 
London Veterinary College by a few medical 
men in its early history was, on the other hand, 
a wholly evil influence. 


It must be confessed, however, that educa- 
tional evils have arisen largely through internal 
agencies, either within the schools or within 
the veterinary profession itself. Yet on the 
whole it must be admitted that the main crop 
of graduates emerging from British schools, 
where imperfect conditions prevailed, have been 
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good, and to the qualities they possess in spite 
of their disadvantages in training the Loveday 
Committee pays generous tribute (paragraphs 
10, 14, 25). It would, therefore, not be 
unreasonable to suspect that the agencies which 
have led to the acknowledged very faulty 
setting of the course of instruction in the past 
have now wholly disappeared. 

The following are, as we conceive them, a 
few of the ways in which these agencies have 
operated in the past. We state them because 
most of the defects attributed to them appear 
to have been satisfactorily removed in the 
inodified Loveday curriculum, while a few seem 
to remain. 

(1) The inclusion of subjects of no cogent 
relevance to the training of a _ competent 
veterinarian.—One of the tendencies in the 
history of medical and veterinary education has 
always been to introduce into the course sub- 
jects, eminently useful and interesting in 
themselves, but of no immediate importance and 
of little educational value to the veterinarian. 
An early example was the inclusion § of 
systematic botany as an important subject in 
the first year of study. 

(2) Undue prominence given to certain sub- 
jects of contributory importance, to the neglect 
of others.—In our history, teachers have arisen 
from time to time in the schools of outstanding 
merit in certain subjects, as in anatomy or 
pathology, and the result of their eminence has 
sometimes been to cause their subjects to over- 
shadow greatly some other subjects of equal 
importance. It is notorious that in the British 
schools the subject of physiology has usually 
been relegated to part-time teachers with no 
first-hand knowledge of the special physiology 
of the domesticated animals. Great opportuni- 
ties to contribute to the recent advancements in 
this field have thereby been missed, and the 
importance of certain aspects of function tu the 
veterinarian, such as reproduction, ruminant 
digestion and metabolism, and equine locomotion 
have not been stressed. 

(3) Insistence on early instruction in subjects 
requiring display mainly of manipulative skiil 
and common craftsmanship.—One of the saddest 
features of the instruction given, for example, 
in the early history of the French schools was 
that during the first part of the course, side by 
side with poring over an extensive systematic 
botany the student was enforced to display 
competence in the art of practical horse- 
shoeing. This tradition has only gradually 
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become mollified. It has persisted in milder 
form in the teaching given recently to the 
beginner in so-called “ stable management ” and 
“animal management.” As we have already 
said, students ought not to be selected to 
undergo their course of training unless they 
have already acquired or appear likely -to 
acquire sufficient proficiency in subjects of this 
kind in the course of their daily duties without 
special teaching. In any case, high proficiency 
ought not to be expected until the end of their 
course of instruction. 


(4) Lack of adjustment in the steps of 
instruction jn the course in proper educational 
sequence.—This aspect has been very well 
analysed in the Loveday Report. They have 
rightly stressed the importance of study of form 
preceding that of function, that of normal form 
and function preceding that of morbid form and 
function, and of the academic part preceding 
the more strictly vocational training, and they 
have indicated striking deviations from this 
logical plan in the present system. 


(5) A tendency to imitate the 
instruction devised for the training of medical 
students.—The two systems of training, medical 
and veterinary, have different objectives and the 
similarity where it exists in the steps that must 
be taken to attain the objectives is delusive. 
Even within the group of the domesticated 
animals, the appropriate training required to 
reach the desired objective presents dissimilari- 
ties in the case of each different species. For 
example, the actual nature of the variety of 
alls in practice for dealing with the sheep are 
very different from those for the dog, and it 
would be more rational to erect a superstructure 
culminating in special consideration of each 
species than in the two arbitrary, imitative 
divisions, “‘ medicine” and “ surgery,” which in 
veterinary clinical practice are very seldom 
appropriated by different exponents. It was 
this tendency that led many years ago to the 
abandonment of animal husbandry as one’ of 
the chief items in the superstructure of 
veterinary training, a subject to which prime 
importance was given in the designs of the 
original founder of the schools. 


There are no doubt other defects which will 
occur to the minds of some of our colleagues 
from recollection of their own training and 
their subsequent mental assessment of its 
adequacy to meet the demands that have been 
made upon them in the pursuit of their liveli- 
hood. ‘There will be none, we are sure, who 
will not look back upon their years of training 


course of 
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With personal gratitude to their teachers— 
and probably their examiners—together with a 
very large measure of affection, which no doubt 
has caused them to dismiss from their minds 
long ago any thoughts about likely shortcomings 
in the mere subjects. of teaching. 
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110. Milk and Milk Pro- 
ducts. Milk (Grade <A) 


(Amendment) Regulations 
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111. Milk and Milk Pro- 
ducts. Milk (Grade B) 
(Amendment) Regulations 
(N.1.) 1938 ... — sae 0 1 0 tL: 
112. Milk and Milk Pro- 
ducts. Milk (Grade C) 
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ANTHRAX IN MINK 
At a recent meeting of the East Sussex Agri- 
cultural Committee, reports the Sussex Express, 


’ Mr. H. S. H. Burdett-Coutts, dealing with a report 


of the Diseases of Animals Acts Sub-Committee, 
said they had had an outbreak of anthrax in 
mink, The mink farm at Philpotts, West Hoathly, 
lost 195, and 102 were lost at Coombe Bank Mink 
Farm, Uckfield, while five were lost at Mountfield 
House, Lewes. Although the closest possible 
scrutiny was kept on the slaughterhouses from 
where the meat was supplied for the mink, there 
was no trace of anthrax in any animal taken into 
them. There was no explanation of the manner 
in which the mink came to be infected. 
D 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Sodium Sulphanilyl Sulphanilate in a Feline 
Infection 


H. RAYNOR HEWETSON, m.r.c.v.s., 
SOUTHPORT 


The success claimed for this drug in preven- 
tion and treatment of distemper in America has 
not been borne out in this country, and its lack 
of success is fairly well known in this infection. 
Recently I had the misfortune to have an out- 
break of “colds” in my cat ward, and as it 
Was possible to initiate treatment immediately 
—and in some cases before — symptoms 
developed, I decided to try it. 

Subjects.—Seven cats were involved, all 
except a four months kitten being between two 
und seven years old. 

History.—A female cat two years old which 
had been in hospital 17 days for treat- 
ment for abscess of the abdominal wall, 
suddenly commenced sneezing and = salivating, 
with profuse clear ocular and nasal discharge. 

Treatment.—The only treatment, apart from 
hygiene and diet, consisted of sodium 
sulphanilyl sulphanilate in doses of 15 grains a 
day irrespective of size or age, all receiving it 
from the day after the first cat showed 
symptoms. This was kindly supplied free for 
trial by Messrs. May and Baker, Ltd., under 
their brand name “ Disulphan.” 

Course.—One cat commenced symptoms on 
the first day, two on the fourth day, one on the 
fifth, one on the sixth, and on one the seventh 
day. The seventh, the four-months-old kitten, 
just after ovaro-hysterectomy, remained in the 
ward during the whole time and never showed 
the slightest malaise. The course from the 
time of the onset of symptoms to recovery— 
judged by the absence of nasal and ocular 
discharge with normal temperature, bowels and 
appetite—varied from four to 24 days. Three 
were well inside a week. In all the affected 
cases anorexia and diarrhoea were also present 
at some stage. The highest temperature 
recorded was 102-2 F. <All the cats inade 
complete recoveries. 

Conc._usions.—lIt is difficult to form definite 
conclusions since the exact nature and virulence 
of the infection was not known and there were 
no controls. There is, however, little difference 
between the course on this occasion and = on 
other occasions when other treatment was 
given. The absence of any deaths, the resistance 
of the kitten and the rapidity of the recovery 
of three of them does suggest that benefit— 
though not spectacular—was obtained. This 
article is written in the hope that others may 
have tried sodium sulphanilyl sulphanilate on 
vats and will compare their results. 











A Case Involving Milk Fever, Tympany of the 
Rumen and Eversion of the Uterus 


W. M. SCOTT, F.R.c.v.S. D.M.v. (ZUR.) 
L.RIDGWATER 

The case reported in the issue of the 
Veterinary Record for October 22nd, 1938, by 
Mr. R. A. S. Wilson and Mr. P. H. Hobbs is 
rare, indeed some might say almost unique. In 
all my professional career IT have had only one 
such case and as it is on a par with the one 
previously recorded IT am tempted to place this 
one on record too. 

On Sunday, October 29th, 1933, at 11 p.m. I 
had an “SOS” from Mr. W. W. to attend “a 
cow down with milk fever.” She was in the 
advanced state—deep coma, semi-stertorous 
respiration, corneal reflex absent. She was 
lying on her side and the rumen was tensely 
tvinpanitic. On removing the straw covering 
prolapsus uteri was also detected. The rumen 
Was tapped and the gas on the application of a 
light burned with a pale blue’ flame— sul- 
phuretted hydrogen—suggesting the tympany 
had been present for some time. As this case 
was critical, the dual method of treating milk 
fever was adopted, i.e, calcium soiution sub- 
cutis and mammary inflation. Attention was 
then directed to the uterus. It was washed 
thoroughly and all placenta removed with very 
hot water—antiseptic. Then it was placed “ en 
masse’ in a large bucket of cold water to which 
were added two tablespoonfuls of common 
salt. The whole organ was then covered in a 
linen sheet and digital manipulation through 
the sheeting was carried out, beginning at the 
horns and working up to the vagina, thereby 
reducing the oedema and incidentally facili- 
tating reduction. The lips of the vulva were 
then closed to prevent recurrence. 

The patient was on her legs at 7.30 a.m. the 
next day and recovery was uneventful. 

By the practitioner with experience behind 
him, although each of the three conditions is a 
major phase in itself, each can be “ brought to 
heel” under suitable therapeutic guidance. To 
the young, inexperienced practitioner, however, 
the picture is, to say the least, disconcerting. 
It is mainly for the benefit of those younger 
members of the profession that I pen these 
notes and to them I would say, take your 
courage in both hands; exercise constructive 
as against destructive—skill, and use that 
unconmnon article Common sense; and then, 
viven an Al life in the background, success 
will follow such efforts. What I mean by 
common sense is, for example, to attempt to 
reduce the eversion before getting rid of the 
gas, would spell failure, or to manipulate the 
fragile uterus between the naked fingers and 
thumb would court disaster, i.e., traumatic 
penetration, peritonitis, and inevitable death. 
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ABSTRACTS 
[Foot-and-Mouth Disease in  Hibernating 


Hedge-hogs. Hu sr, E. (. and Epwarps, J. T. 
(1937.) J. Comp. Path. and Therap. 50. 4. 
421-430. ] 


The hedge-hog is invaluable for work on the 
foot-and-mouth virus. It is the only small 
laboratory animal which transmits the disease 
naturally, and is more severely attacked than 
uny other known susceptible animal. In the 
severe transmissible disease lesions are found 
in the nasal mucosa and lung similar to those 
seen in animals infected experimentally with 
the influenza virus. 

To keep hedge-hogs active, room temperature 
has to be kept at 75° F. Hedge-hogs which are 
in a poor condition or kept at a cool tempera- 
ture (but not hibernating) develop only mild 
lesions or an occult disease. Hibernating hedge- 
hogs are completely resistant. 

A detailed account of the physiology of 
hibernation in hedge-hogs is given. 


Twelve hedge-hogs were inoculated  intra- 
nasally with foot-and-mouth disease virus. 


Antiserum was given at the same time in order 
to confine multiplication of the virus to the 
respiratory tract, where, in the active animal, 
virus is detectable up to about the tenth day. 
Forty-eight hours after this inoculation the 
hedge-hogs were induced to hibernate by being 
placed in a cool, dark room. Those hedge-hogs 
which maintained the deepest hibernation were 
killed at the twenty-eighth and fifty-sixth days. 
Virus was found in the tissues at each 
occasion, One hedge-hog allowed to awaken 
from hibernation at the thirty-second day 
showed well-marked lesions three days later 
and transmitted the disease to two hedge-hogs 
in direct contact. 

It is thought probable that the virus will be 
found to persist in the tissues for longer than 
two months when hedge-hogs can be induced 
to remain in deep hibernation for long periods 
as in natural conditions. 

The finding of wild hedge-hogs naturally 
immune to one type of virus and = fully 
susceptible to other types is reported. ; 

From these results it is concluded that hedge- 
hogs may possibly play an important part as 
carriers of foot-and-mouth disease. 

H. HH. S. 


[By a coincidence, since penning the aleve 
notes I have had a similar case of the kind, 
save that in this one the milk fever phenomena 
were in the initial stage ; oddly enough, too, this 
case also oceurred on a Sunday and at 


11.30 p.m. ] 
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[The Demonstration of a Change in the Anti- 
genie Structure of a Bovine Strain of 
Foot-and-Mouth Disease during Serial Trans- 
mission in the Guinea-pig. Eccies, A., 
LONGLEY, E. O. and Tuomson, J. K. (19387.) 
J. Comp Path. and Therap. 50. 4. 412-420.] 


The immunological response produced by 
certain field strains of the foot-and-mouth 
disease virus after passage in guinea-pigs had 
sometimes been found to differ from that pro- 
duced by the same strain in cattle. Details of 
the investigations made with one of these 
anomalous field strains are given. 

After a preliminary examination this strain 
has been found after the fourteenth passage in 
guinea-pigs to be atypically type C, with no 
antigenic affinity with types O or A. A further 
test at the fifteenth passage showed the strain 
to be definitely type C. At a second examina- 
tion the strain was definitely type O at the 
twelfth passage. 

Before further examination the original 
bovine virus was passaged twice through cattle 
and material from the second passage was 
used for future investigations. It was typed 
on eattle and guinea-pigs and results from both 
showed that it was related to types O and A 
with no clear evidence of any affinity with 
type C. 

After passage through guinea-pigs, material 
from the ninth passage was definitely of type 


QO, and capable of producing a_ strong 
immunity. Material from the tenth passage 


was also type O. In material from the eleventh 
passage types C, O and A could be demon- 
strated in this order, Material from the 
twelfth passage showed no evidence of types 
© or A but a stronger evidence of type C,. 
Material from the thirteenth and fourteenth 
passages was definitely type ©. 

Guinea-pigs which had recovered from the 
first passage showed no immunity against types 
A or C, but a slight immunity against type O. 
This immunity was capable of protecting 
against infection with material from the ninth 
passage (type O), but not with material from 
the thirteenth passage (type ©). 

H. H. &. 


* * * ok * 


|Some Methods used against Foot-and-Mouth 

Disease in Belgium. Wittems, RR. (1938.) 

Ann. Méd. Vét. 838. 4. 157-168. ] 

An epizodtie of foot-and-mouth disease cotl- 
mencing in Belgium last summer, rapidly 
spread and = proved to be — particularly 
pathogenic. 

Details are given of two methods used on a 
large scale in an attempt to reduce the severe 
economic losses amongst cattle. 

In the first method virulent blood taken from 
cattle in the ineubative stage of the disease 
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was treated with formalin and inoculated sub- 
cutaneously, an active immunity being evident 
after two or three weeks or more. ; 

In the second method blood taken from cattle 
recovering from a severe attack of the disease 
was inoculated subcutaneously and the passive 
immunity thus produced was converted into an 
active immunity by the subcutaneous inocula- 
tion of virulent blood the next day, or by 
rubbing the buccal mucous membranes on three 
or four consecutive days with virulent saliva 
collected from infected cattle. 

For many reasons convalescent serum is 
believed to be preferable to whole blood in this 
latter method, and a special service was insti- 
tuted whereby veterinary surgeons could send 
the convalescent blood which they had collected 
to a centre where serum was prepared from it 
and stored until required. 

Dairy cattle, bulls and calves were treated 
in preference to cattle one to two years old. 
The latter, being less subject to severe complica- 
tions, were relied upon for the production of 
the necessary convalescent serum. 

A report is to be made on the respective 
merits of these methods. 

H. H. S 


* * us k oo 


[Glomerulonephritis in the Dog and Cat. 
(Krauther.) (1988.) Archiv. tierhlk. %3. 3. 
205-217. } 

Almost without exception, glomerulonephritis 
in the dog and cat has been considered rare. 
The finding of 20 cases in dogs and more than 
this number in cats among the autopsies carried 
out at the Munich Veterinary College during 
1937 suggests that the condition is by no means 
so uncommon as most other workers have 
suggested. 

In the dog, diagnosis of glomerulonephritis on 
macroscopic examination of the kidneys is diffi- 
cult; histological examination is necessary to 
confirm the diagnosis, and acute, subacute and 
chronic forms are encountered, The condition 
appeared to be independent of breed and sex 
and was more common in old animals. 

In the cat, the kidneys usually appeared 
normal to the naked eye although the surface 
Was occasionally somewhat granular. It was 
usually associated with infectious laryngitis 
and enteritis. 

Histologically, the picture is very similar to 
that found in man, 7.e., an increase in glomeru- 
lar nuclei, formation of an exudate in the 
capsular space, proliferation of the capsule 
epithelium followed later in chronic cases by 
marked fibrosis and hyalinisation. In contrast 
to the condition in man, neutrophil infiltration 
of the glomeruli during the acute stage is very 
seanty. The chronic type was not found in the 
cat. In both species there were usually marked 
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degenerative changes in the epithelium of the 
convoluted tubules and, in chronic cases, there 
is often interstitial fibrosis and infiltration of 
lymphoid cells. 

E. G. W. 


* * * * * 


[The Dog Flea as a Causative Agent in Summer 
Eezema. Kissecerr, A. (1938.) Amer. Vet. 
Med. Ass. 93. 1. 21-27. 9 refs.] 


The disease indicated occurs during the 
summer months. There is a definite cycle in 
the symptoms characterised first by marked 
irritation. A severe dermatitis then follows 
upon self-inflicted injury. The usual site of the 
lesions is along the back, starting at the base 
of the tail and spreading forwards. There is a 
persistent scaly skin condition after the acute 
symptoms have subsided. 

A study of published reports leads to the 
conclusion that allergy, worms, nephritis and 
other theories of causation do not appear to 
account satisfactorily for the condition. 

The view is now expressed that fleas are the 
primary source of irritation, and that the 
secondary symptoms follow upon traumatism. 
Fleas are most active during the summer 
months; hence the seasonal incidence of the 
disease. There is great variation in the 
reaction shown to the presence of fleas; some 
dogs harbour numbers without much evidence 
of irritation, while in others the presence of a 
few results in marked symptoms. It is shown 
experimentally that in an animal with a sensi- 
tive skin, a new flea-bite causes a flare-up of 
irritation in older bites in the vicinity. 
Similarly rubbing of a bite brings about a 
recurrence of the itching sensation. 

The above facts explain why some patients 
with fleas develop summer eczema and others 
do not. A summary of the author's clinical 
experience is included in support of this view. 

J. W. H. H. 


Bo Xk * a * 


[Blood Transfusion in Horses and Dogs. 
rouTu, G. A. von. (1988.) Wien. Tierdrtsl. 
Mschr. 25. 12. 361-869.] 

Blood transfusion is not generally popular in 
animal practice because of certain technical 
and biological difficulties which beset the 
operation. 

Blood may be transferred directly from 
animal to animal (generally of the same 
species) or may be so treated as to prevent 
coagulation and held for a short time before 
being injected into the recipient, the route of 
injection varying with the urgency and nature 
of the case. It may be given subcutaneously, 
intravenously, intramuscularly,  intraperiton- 
eally or per rectum, Care must be exercised to 
avoid embolism or thrombosis or the carrying 
































Novembei 12th, 1938. THE 


VETERINARY 


RECORD. No, 46. Von. 50. 1555 





over of any infection from the donor (D) to 
the recipient (R) (piroplasmosis, septicaemic 
infections). As in human medicine the question 
of haemolysis due to the presence of iso- 
agglutinins must not be overlooked and animals 
can be separated into four blood groups. The 
author states, however, that in the case of the 
latter the reaction is far less severe. A rough 
test may be carried out prior to transfusion 
by mixing a few drops of the whole blood of 
D with some serum of R. The aggregation of 


corpuscles which precedes haemolysis may 
thus be observed. 

Some veterinarians prefer to give a_ test 
injection and to dispense with other  pre- 


liminaries. If D and R belong to different 
blood groups, uneasiness, stamping, urination 
and defaecation occur in ten to twenty minutes 
after the injection of 20¢.c. The greater the 
initial quantity injected the more rapidly do 
symptoms develop. An increase of temperature 
from 2°5-3°0° F. may also be observed in about 
four hours. 

In the case of the horse 1,000¢.c. can be 
given I.V. in eight to ten minutes and in 
eats and dogs 40-60cc. and 100-200 ¢.c. 
respectively, I.P., allowing a period of ten 
minutes for the operation. If this procedure 
is repeated anaphylaxis can be induced (in the 
horse) by an ever-decreasing dose until as little 
as 200 c¢.c. will cause a transitory disturbance 
lasting about four hours. 

The indications for transfusion in the dog 
have already been referred to (this journal, 
June 25th, 1938). With regard to the horse, 
youth reports beneficial effects in cases of 
general lassitude, suppurative conditions of 
muscles and tendons, azoturia, tetanus and 
haemorrhage from the lungs or nose = (50— 
200 ¢c.c. being adequate in this instance), in 
infectious conditions in foals and in cattle in 
coccidiosis, rickets, osteomalacia, pyometra 
and post-parturient paralysis. 

Transfusion is contra-indicated where organic 
defects of the heart exist (myocarditis, dila- 
tation), in inflammatory conditions of the lungs 
(severe bronchitis), nephritis and thrombosis. 

References to the interesting procedure of 
injecting the animal’s own blood back into itself 
show that this method has been used by a 
number of veterinarians with advantage in the 
conditions referred to above. 

Theories as to why beneficial results are 
obtained over such a wide field are discussed 
but the explanation remains obscure. 
procedure is certainly in the nature of an 
empirical protein therapy and it is suggested 
that the reintroduced material acts as an 
antigen stimulating the R-E system non- 
specifically and at the same raising the general 
level of metabolism, 


N. S. B. 


The’ 
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REPORT 


Hannah Dairy Research 





Institute 
NINTH ANNUAL REPORT—3\1st MARCH, 
1938 


This report clearly shows that the Institute 
is maintaining its reputation for undertaking 
research questions of paramount importance to 
the dairy industry, and covering a wide variety 
of important subjects. 

The veterinary pathology department has 
been conducting an experiment on a small scale 
for about four years, to investigate the diffi- 
be encountered in an attempt to 
eradicate contagious bovine abortion by segrega- 
tion methods. The following conclusions are 
tentatively suggested, with the clear under- 
standing that they can only be taken as such 
owing to the fact that the experiment embraced 
only 15 herds, and is, moreover, merely one 
section of a similar experiment extended over 
other parts of the country, under the sponsor- 
ship of the Agricultural Research Council. 
Nevertheless, the conclusions are in agreement 
with those voiced by others who have had 
considerable practical experience in the control 
of this disease. They suggest: (1) When con- 
tagious abortion is running a chronic course 
in a herd, the spread of infection can be 
limited by segregation methods, and the disease 
can be eradicated by the disposal of the 
infected stock. (2) When fresh infection is 
found in a clean herd, segregation appears to 
be of little use. (3) If any scheme for the 
eradication of contagious abortion is to be 
successful, it will be necessary to include in it 
all the herds in a well-defined area, so that the 
disease-free herds will not run the risk of 
infection from neighbouring stock. Bovine 
mastitis has also received attention, and work 
along the usual lines*of control by segregation 
methods has been undertaken with no fresh 
evidence coming to light. A simpler and 
quicker technique for the diagnosis of strepto- 
coccal mastitis by cultural methods has been 
evolved and apparently proved satisfactory. 
The effects of the administration of various 
chemical products in cases of streptococcal 
mastitis are also noted. An experiment deal- 
ing with the pathogenesis of the bovine tubercle 
bacillus for calves fed on raw milk indicates 
the importance of feeding calves either on 
tubercle-free milk, or on adequately heat- 
treated milk. 

The biological research department has con- 
cluded a large series of investigations dealing 
with methods to assess the quality of the pro- 
teins of various feeding stuffs for cattle as 
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regards milk yield, by the determination by 
direct chemical analysis of the amino-acid 
content. The importance of the quality of the 
proteins in feeding stuffs and the effect of heat 
on such products is being investigated by a 
series of metabolism experiments. 

It has been possible to investigate practical 
problems in grass-drying on a commercial 
seale. The Institute has its own dairy farm 
which is run on purely commercial lines, and 
during the past three years there have been in 
operation on the farm two different types of 
grass-dryer. The report suggests that many 
present difficulties must be solved before grass- 
drying can be regarded as economically sound 
on the average-sized dairy farm. 

The report also deals with certain aspects of 
the bio-chemistry of milk secretion and the 
influence of adequate ventilation on the yield 
and quality of milk. Further work is also 
being carried out in connection with the 
bacteriological control of milk, particularly 
with respect to the modified methylene blue 
reduction test as a routine method for deter- 
mining the hygienic quality of the milk. 

Work has continued in connection with 
practical difficulties which occur in the pro- 
duction of canned milk products, as a result of 
infection with heat-resisting organisms. Simi- 
larly, astudy has been made of the bacteriology 
of milk powders, also the facts associated with 
the keeping quality and solubility of these. 











REVIEW 





{“‘Modern Methods of Embryotomy in the 
Mare and the Cow.” (‘“ Neuzeitliche Embryo- 
tomie bei Pferd und Rind.” GOrze, RK. 
pp. 92. Illustrations 82. M. and H. Schaper, 
Hannover. Price RM. 1.50.] 

One’s first impression on reading this new 
book on obstetrical problems is that too much 
importance is attached to the use of fhe 
embryotome, and that, although its use is 
sometimes indispensable, one’s first efforts 
should be the delivery of a living foetus, or at 
least, a dead one by less drastic methods. 

However, as a book on embryotomy it is 
sound and no point is left untouched; indeed, 
the thorough explanation of all the precaution- 
ary measures suggested, apart from the actual 
operations, is as good as anything else in the 
book. 

The general principles of modern embryo- 
tomical technique are explained, and examples 
of cases in both the mare and the cow are given 
which indicate the application of these 
methods. Great stress is laid upon thorough- 
ness in every detail, and regularity of method. 

The text is illustrated throughout’ with 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


A quarterly meeting of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 
10, Red Lion Square, London, on the afternoon 
of Friday, October 7th, 1988, 

Mr. G. H. Livesey, M.rR.c.v.s, (President) 
occupied the Chair and there were also present : 
Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, Professors J. B. 
Buxton, J. F. Craig, T, Dalling, Messrs. H. W. 
Dawes, P, F. Dolan, Major G, W. Dunkin, Mr. 
Rk. E, Glover, Sir Frederick Hobday, Mr. J. 
Holroyd, Major W. H. Kirk, Mr. G, H, Locke, 
Sir John M’Fadyean, Mr. G. P. Male, Major 
A. B. Mattinson, Capt. T, M. Mitchell, Lt.-Col. 
W. S. Mulvey, Mr. W. Nairn, Professor J. J. 
O’Connor, Capt. J. W. Procter, Dr. J. Share- 
Jones, Lt.-Col, P. J. Simpson, Capt, R. Simpson, 
Mr. Arnold Spicer, Capt. W. K. Townson, Mr. 
J. F. D. Tutt, Colonel G. K, Walker, Dr. A. W. 
Whitehouse, Mr. T. Wilson and Professor 
G. H. Wooldridge. 

The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, before we start 
the business of the meeting, I think you would 
wish me to express our profound relief that 
the solemn and dreadful events of last week 
have at least brought us some _ temporary 
respite, and our thankfulness that we are 
able to meet here this afternoon in peaceful 
conditions. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

Obituary.—The Secretary read the list of 
deaths of members which had occurred during 
the past quarter, It included the name of Mr. 
Sidney Villar, a former member of Council. 

The PrREsIDENT: Among those names there 
occurs one, that of Mr, Sidney Villar, a pre- 
vious member of this Council, and one well 
known to all of us. I am going to ask Colonel 
Brittlebank if he will speak. 

Colonel BrITTLEBANK: Mr. President, I rise 
to ask you to tender to those left behind the 
sincere sympathy of this Council on the 
lamented death of our old friend Sidney Villar, 
who was a member of the Council from 1896 
to 1912, and was Vice-President in 1899 and 
1904. Sidney Villar was a man who was 
beloved by everybody. He was a man well 


excellent photographs, which not only demon- 
strate step by step the various stages of the 
operations, but also the instruments, the 
methods of casting, and other accessory 
requirements employed. These in themselves 
make a study of its pages well worth while 
even for those readers who are unable to 
appreciate to the full the German script. 
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known for his work, and above all for his 
tremendous interest in benevolence, He worked 
hard all his life, and in the later years his 
predominant interest was in relieving the suf- 
ferings of those who could not help themselves. 
IT personally have great pleasure in paying a 
tribute to my old friend now he is gone, There 
is nobody who had a more sincere affection for 
the profession; nobody worked harder for it, 
and, as I have said, his devotion to the cause 
of benevolence was an example to all of us, 

I beg, Sir, to move that a vote of condolence 
of this Council be sent to his widow and son. 

The vote of condolence was carried in silence, 
members standing. 

Admissions to Membership.—The SecRETARY 
read the list of admissions to member ship s since 
the previous quarterly meeting, 

Apologies for Absence.—The Secretary 
reported that letters expressing regret at their 
inability to attend the meeting had been received 
from Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Donneliy and Mr. 
McIntosh. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

The SecRETARY read reports received from 
Professor Wooldridge on the Royal Sanitary 
Institute Congress at Portsmouth and_ the 
International Veterinary Congress at Zurich. 

The SecreTaRy announced that a letter had 
been received from Mrs, Gilruth thanking the 
College for the letter of condolence which he 
had sent in the name of the Council to her on 
the death of Colonel Gilruth. 

He also reported the receipt of a letter from 
the Ministry of -Agriculture and _ Fisheries 
enclosing a report of the Committee on Veter- 
inary Education in Great Britain, copies of 
which had been circulated. 

The Secretary read a _ letter from the 
National Milk Publicity Council, asking for the 
appointment of a representative on the Council. 

The PreEsIpENtT: Arising out of that corre- 
spondence, the first thing to be considered is 
the letter from the National Milk Publicity 
Council. Professor Buxton is our represen- 
tative on that Council. Would you confirm 
that appointment? (Agreed.) 

I think you would wish to convey the thanks 
of the Council to Professor Wooldridge. ‘He 
has given us two very illuminating reports. 
(‘“‘Hear, hear.”’) 

In regard to the Report of the Committee 
on Veterinary Education, which has been pub- 
lished only since the drawing up of the agenda 
paper, I presume that you would not wish to 
debate and discuss this Report at such short 
notice. I should like to know what your 
wishes are. Many of you must have read the 


report, which is very extensive, and covers very 
many of our activities; in fact, one might 
almost say it covers our very existence, 
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Colonel BRITTLEBANK: I beg to move that the 
Report be referred to the Examination Com- 
mittee, 

Professor Buxron: May I be allowed to 
second that, and [ suggest that it be submitted 
in the first instance to the various Standing 
Committees of this Council for consideration 
and report. 

The motion was carried unanimously, 


REMOVAL OF NAME FROM REGISTER 

The PRESIDENT: The next item is the case of 
Mr. Dier, You will remember that at the April 
meeting the Registration Committee reported 
to the Council that the complaint made 
against Mr. Dier had been proved to their satis- 
faction, and that they found him guilty of hav- 
ing employed Mr. B. Dier, an unqualified person, 
contrary to the provisions of Byelaw 53 (ii) 
and (iv). The Committee recommended, how- 
ever, that in the special circumstances judg- 
ment be suspended until the next meeting of 
Council, At the meeting held on June 24th the 
Council ordered the name of Mr. Dier te be 
struck off the Register; but owing to the fact 
that Mr. Dier had not had full information 
with regard to the meeting of the Council and 
his right to appear when judgment was pro- 
nounced, it was thought right and fair to Mr. 
Dier that the judgment should not be recorded 
until he had been given ample opportunity to 
be present. The Registrar has been in com- 
munication with him on several occasions, but 
has received no reply. It remains, therefore, 
merely to confirm to-day the judgment upon 
Mr. Dier passed at the Council meeting held in 
July, that the name of Mr. H. V. Dier be 
removed from the Register, 

It was then formally moved and seconded: 
“That the Registrar be directed to remove the 
name of Mr, H, V. Dier from the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons.” 

The motion was put to the meeting and 
carried nem. con., the necessary quorum being 
present, ? 


Reports of Committees 


Finance and General Purposes Committee, 


Mr. Natrn (Chairman) read the following 
report of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held on October 7th and moved its 
reception and adoption :— 


Chairman.—Mr, W. Nairn was re-appointed 
Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

Vice-Chairman.—Captain T. M. Mitchell was 
appointed Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Financial Statement.—The Treasurer submitted 
his Financial Statement for the quarter showing 
a balance in hand of £568 14s. Ga. and liabilities 
amounting to £105 19s, 10d, 
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The Treasurer’s Statement was adopted and he 
was ordered to pay the liabilities shown, together 
with cheques for current expenditure. 

Salaries.—It was resolved: 

(a) That the salary of the Assistant Librarian 
(Mr. D. H. Willson) be increased by 10s. a week 
as from October 3rd, 1938. 

(b) That the salary of the Junior Clerk (Mr. 
J. E. Dunkin) be increased by 2s. 6d. per week 
as from October 3rd, 1938. 

(c) That the general question of the fixing of 
scales of salaries for the office staff be referred 
for consideration and report to a sub-committee 
consisting of the President, Chairman, Treasurer, 
Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, and Mr. J. Holroyd. 

Salaries of Local Secretaries.—It was agreed 
that the question of the saiaries paid to Local 
Secretaries be deferred pending the receipt 
of a recommendation from the Examination 
Committee. 

Internal Telephone.—The question of pro- 
viding an internal telephone system was referred 
to the President, Chairman, and Treasurer. 

Repairs to Premises.—The Secretary reported 
that urgent repairs were necessary to the roof of 
the back addition of No. 9, Red Lion Square, and 
the matter was left in the hands of the President, 
Chairman and Treasurer. 

Travelling Expenses of Members of Council.— 
Major Kirk moved: ‘“ That Members of Council 
who are domiciled more than 25 miles from 
London shall be reimbursed their travelling 
expenses incurred in attending meetings of 
Council or Committees in London.” 

The motion was seconded by Major Mattinson, 
but after discussion both proposer and seconder 
agreed that the motion should read: 

“ That Members of Council shall be reimbursed 
their travelling expenses incurred in attending 
meetings of Council or Committees.” 

It was resolved to recommend “ That this 
question be referred to a sub-committee consist- 
ing of the President, Chairman, Treasurer, 
Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, Mr. J. Holroyd and 
Major W. H. Kirk for investigation and report.” 


Major Kirk seconded and the report, with an 
amendment, was received and adopted. 

Mr, Mircuett: Referring to the paragraph 
which refers to the setting-up of a sub- 
committee to inquire into the reimbursing of 
the travelling expenses of members of this 
Council, there was a gentleman present at the 
Finance Committee who expressed some views, 
who was not a member, so he could not put a 
motion; but I do not think the position was 
sufficiently appreciated. There was a fairly 
general discussion of this problem, but the gist 
of those views was that the whole Council 
should decide the principle as to whether 
reimbursement should take place or should not 
—that it was rather ultra vires for the Finance 
Committee to set up a sub-committee to inquire 
into a point of principle, 

Professor Craic: I presume that it is within 
the power of the sub-committee to consider the 
matter, but that at the end the Council will 
decide what should be done on any particular 
item decided by the Committee, I think that 
is the position. 
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Mr, SHARE-JONES: I take it that the sub- 
committee would simply report to the Com- 
mittee in the first instance, not direct to the 
Council. 


Examination Committee. 


Major Dunkin read the following report of 
the Examination Committee held on October 
6th and moved its reception and adoption :— 


Chairman.—Major Dunkin was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

Vice-Chairman.—Mr. H. W. Dawes” was 
appointed Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, havin 
been printed and circulated, were taken as rea 
and signed as correct. 


REPORT OF SuB-COMMITTEE: 


The following report of the Examination Sub- 
Committee held on October 5th was read and 
adopted: 

_ The minutes of the previous meeting were 
signed as correct. 

A pplications.—Applications were received 
from six candidates of mature age for 
registration as veterinary students. 

It was resolved: “ That the applications 
be acceded to in the following instances: 
6235, 6236, 6237 and 6267.” 

Examination Syllabus Committee.—The report 
of the Examination Syllabus Committee was 
received as a progress report. 





REPORTS ON JULY EXAMINATIONS: 


Reports on the July Examinations received 
from the Chairman of the Court of Examiners 
and Delegates were submitted and considered. 

It was resolved: 

(a) “ That the Secretary be instructed to com- 
municate to the Local Secretaries the suggestions 
of the Examiners in regard to the provision of 
specimens,” 

(b) “ That the Secretary be instructed to ask 
the Examiners in Physiology and in Surgery to 
state in detail what preparations they desired to 
be made for the conduct of the practical 
examination.” 

(c) “That other questions raised in the 
reports be referred to the Examination Syllabus 
Committee.” 

(d) “ That the thanks of the Council be con- 
veyed to the persons and institutions which have 
afforded assistance in the conduct of the 
examinations.” 

Educational Certificates.—A list of educational 
certificates Nos. 6063-6082, 6087-6093, 6095-6167, 
6169-6173, 6195-6197, 6202-6220, 6222-6226, 6229- 
6232, 6234, was submitted and approved. 


EXEMPTIONS AND CONCESSIONS: 


(a) Byelaw 62: It was resolved (1) “That 
exemption under the provisions of Byelaw 62 be 
granted to the following candidates: 6105, 6106, 
6112, 6142, 6163, 6174, 6176-6183, 6186-6187, 6189, 
6198-6202, 6209, 6221, 6228, the exemption in the 
case of candidates Nos. 6131, 6175, 6185, 6233 
being in respect of Chemistry and Physics only, 
and in the case of candidates Nos. 6184 and 6227 
being in respect of Biology only. 

(2) “ That the application of candidate No. 
6188 be referred to the Examination Sub-Com- 
mittee appointed to consider applications from 
mature age candidates.” 
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(3) Byelaw 95: Five applications were 
received for exemption under the provisions of 
Byelaw 95. 

It was resolved: “ That the following applica- 
tions be granted under the conditions named: 
Candidates Nos. 6190, 6192, 6193, subject to pass- 
ing the prescribed examination after an atten- 
dance of two sessions at a British Veterinary 
College, the prescribed additional subject being 
Pathology; Candidate No. 6194, subject to passing 
the prescribed examination, the’ prescribed 
additional subject being Pathology.” 


Concessions: 

(a) Applications from candidates Nos. 4478, 
5564, 4538, for their examination fee to be held 
over to the December examinations were granted 
the candidates having submitted medica 
certificates to account for their absence at the 
July examinations. 

(b) An application from candidate No, 5310 
to take the Second Examination in December 
and if successful the Third Examination in July 
next, was not acceded to, 

FirzWyGRAM PRIZES: 

The report of the auditors on the marks gained 
by candidates eligible for the FitzWygram 
Prizes was read, showing that the two candi- 
dates receiving the highest number of marks 
were :— 

Mr. Wilson Clark, Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh 1047 

Mr. J. P. James, Royal Veterinary 
1ollege, London vie ... 1405 

It was resolved: “ That the first and second 
FitzWygram Prizes for the year 1938 be awarded 
respectively to Mr, Wilson Clark and Mr. J. P. 
James.” 

Miss ALEEN Cust RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP: 

Two applications for the Miss Aleen Cust 
Research Scholarship were received. After 
careful consideration it was resolved: “ That the 
award of the Miss Aleen Cust Research 
Scholarship be deferred for the time being.” 

LocaL SECRETARIES: It was resolved to 
recommend (a) That the following be re- 
appointed Local Secretaries for the ensuing 
year: Edinburgh, Mr. A. K. Cameron; Glasgow, 
Mr. J. M. Mitchell; Liverpool, Mr. R. S. White; 
Dublin, Mr. L. Magee. 

(b) That the question of the fees payable to 
Local Secretaries be placed on the agenda of the 
Committee at its next meeting. 

DATES OF EXAMINATIONS: It was resolved to 
recommend: (a) That an examination for the 
D.V.S.M. be held in London commencing on 
November 7th, if at least five entries are received. 

(b) That the Examination in Animal Manage- 
ment commence in London on Monday, 
November 7th. 

(c) That the written examination in December 
commence on Monday, December 5th, the oral 
and practical to commence not later than 
Monday, December 12th. 

Byelaw 68: It was resolved to recommend: 
“That Byelaw 68 be amended by the omission 
of the word ‘seven’ in line 2, and the substitu- 
tion therefor of the word ‘ fourteen.’ ” 

Appointment of Examiner in Animal Manage- 
ment: Applications for the appointment of 
Examiner in Animal Management in place of 
Mr. Steele-Bodger, resigned, were considered and 
a recommendation in confidence was made, 
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DECEMBER EXAMINATION: A letter was received 
from Colonel Sir Arthur Olver transmitting a 
recommendation made at an informal meeting 
held in Glasgow, to the effect that the December 
Examination should be abolished and its place 
taken by an examination towards the end of 
September, 


It was resolved: “ That the letter be referred 
to the Examination Syllabus Committee.” 


Mr. Mare: I second, 

Professor Buxton: I may have misheard, 
but in respect of one of the exemptions granted 
under Byelaw 95, did T understand that it was 
granted in respect of an attendance of one year 
in a school? 

Major Dunkin: One term, 

Professor Buxton: That was not asked for 
by the candidate. The candidate asked, accord- 
ing to the information before us, to be allowed 
to take our examination in December, and we 
approved, 

The PRreEsIDENT: Do you accept that, Major 
Dunkin? 

Major Dunkin: Yes, Sir, that is correct, and 
I will ask the Council to aecept the Report 
with that alteration. 

Dr. WHITEHOUSE: Mr. President, it is irregu- 
lar, but I forgot to ask for the Council's 
approval of the appointment as an_ internal 
examiner of Mr, J. G. O’Sullivan, M.r.c.v.s., in 
place of the late Professor Macqueen, As that 
is quite non-controversial, could it be put in? 

The PREsIpDENT: The approval of the appoint- 
ment of Professor O’Sullivan as internal exam- 
iner in biology at Glasgow? 

Dr. WuIrEHOUSE: Yes, (Agreed.) 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE : I should like to draw 
attention to the fact that the dates of the 
examination must be carefully looked into, It 
says that the oral must commence not later 
than December 12th. The Examinations of 
London University for the B.Se, degree take 
place on December 14th, and T submit that it 
would be desirable that the date be as early 
as possible in order to clear that date, and IT 
feel that there should be no necessity for such 
a long interval as between the 6th and 12th for 
that examination to commence. I suggest that 
if it started, say, on the Thursday, the 8th, 
leaving one day's clear interval, it might be 
sufficient, but that is a matter, for decision, so 
long as the date of the B.Se, examination is 
not overlooked. 

Professor Buxton: Might I suggest that per- 
haps that date is a matter for arrangement 
between this College and the school? 

Professor Craic: If I remember rightly, that 
point was raised at the Examination Com- 
mittee, and it was left in the hands of the 
Chairman and President, 

The Presipent. Are you satistied with that? 
(Agreed.) 

The Report was adopted, 
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EXAMINATION SYLLABUS 

Major Dunkin read the following interim 
report of the Examination Syllabus Committee 
held on October 5th, and moved its reception 
and adoption, pro tanto, pending the submission 
of detailed syllabuses :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

Drarr REVISED EXAMINATION SYLLABUS: The 
comments received from the Principals of the 
affiliated Colleges were submitted and considered. 

After discussion it was unanimously agreed to 
recommend the following revised Examination 
Syllabus for the approval of the Council: 


DRAFT REVISED EXAMINATION SYLLABUS 

No. of 

External 

First YEAR: Subject Examiners 
I. Chemistry and Physics 2 
Il. Biology ia ons ie 2 


SECOND YEAR: 


I. Veterinary Anatomy 2 
II. Histology and Embryology _ 2 
lil. Veterinary Physiology  (in- 
cluding Bio-Chemistry)... 2 
Animal Managemenlt* on 3 
Tutrp YEAR: 

I. Veterinary Pathology — (in- 
cluding Bacteriology) — ... 2 

II. Veterinary Parasitology hd 2 

Il. Animal Management* te 3 
FournTH YEAR: 

I. Veterinary Hygiene and 
Animal Husbandry (in- 
cluding Dietetics, Breed- 
ing, Milk Production) ... 2 


Firth YEAR: 

I. Principles and Practice of 
Veterinary Medicine, 
Materia Medica, Pharmacy, 
General Therapeutics, 
Toxicology. 

Meat Inspection. Jurispru- 
dence Ne ws ade 4 

Il. Principles and Practice of 
Veterinary Surgery. 
Obstetrics. Jurisprudence 3 


The consideration of detailed syllabuses ‘in 
each subject was deferred to the next meeting, 
but it was agreed that:- 

(a) The subject of Veterinary Medicine should 
include General and Contagious Diseases and 
Preventive Medicine, Clinical Diagnostics, Clini- 
cal Pathology, Special Therapeutics and Case 
Reporting, Clinical Parasitology. 

(b) The subject of Veterinary Surgery should 
include Clinical Diagnosis, Clinical Pathology, 
Examinations for Soundness, Case Reporting, 
Surgical and Applied Anatomy, Operative 
Surgery including Anaesthesia. 

(c) The written Examination in Medicine shall 
be divided into two sections. 


*This Examination may be taken at any time on the 
recommendation of the School, provided that no student 
will be eligible to sit for the Examination in Hygiene until 
he has passed in this subject. The Examination will be 
held in the months of May and November in each year. 
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Professor Buxton: May I second that? 

Mr, Craic: I should like to be sure of the 
terms we are using. The term “ pro tanto” 
has been inserted here. I know what it means 
in some instances, but I am not quite sure what 
it means here, I may say that in many 
respects I agree with this report, but I think 
there are small points in connection with it, 
and more particularly in connection with the 
primary subjects, which require some revision. 
I was one of those who believed that Anatomy 
should be taken in the first two years, and I 
am glad that the Committee has gone back to 
that idea; but I do not think that it would be 
wise just at this stage to proceed to the adop- 
tion of the report, 

Professor BuxToN: Perhaps if the Chairman 
would not mind inserting the few extra words, 
that it be adopted pro tanto pending the receipt 
of detailed syllabuses, the objection, or any 
objection that Professor Craig might have 
would be met, 

Major Dunkin: I have not the slightest 
objection, because that was in the minds of 
the Committee when they came to this decision. 
They thought it would be desirable to do it. 

The PRESIDENT: It is only right, before one 
votes, to know exactly what one is voting on, 
and I think we are all satisfied that what is 
meant is that this report is a provisional report 
for the time being, to report progress, and that 
we accept it pro tanto pending the receipt of 
detailed syllabuses from the Committee, 

Mr. MAE: All that is necessary is for us to 
agree that this report is received. I think that 
is all. I do not think there should be any 
question about its being adopted. We have only 
just read it at this moment, and therefore are 
not prepared to discuss it. I move that the 
report of this Committee be received. 

Colonel Stmpson: I should like to support 
Mr, Male. 

The PRESIDENT: It has been moved and 
seconded that this report be received. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE: I suggest that the 
vote should be taken in two parts, first its 
reception and then its adoption. 

The PRESIDENT: It has got to be received in 
any case, 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: Is not there a_ difficulty 
here that we have not a procedure that allows 
us to separate what would be called ordinances 
in some places from what would be called 
regulations — ordinances indicating the broad 
line of the scheme which cannot easily be 
altered, and regulations containing the details 
of the scheme, which can be altered and 
amended much more readily. In our case it is 
unfortunate that it places the committee in a 
difficulty in that a scheme is put forward 
embracing both those principles, and I take it 
that what is meant here is that the broad 
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outline of the scheme should be approved and 
that the details will come along later, and they 
will be subject to an elastic dealing when they 
arise. That is all that is meant, I think, 
Mr. Mate: Might we have it in two parts? 
The PRESIDENT: Would you put your motion 
in this form, which I think would probably 
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meet your requirements, that this Report be | 


provisionally accepted? 

Mr. Mate: No, I do not know that that would 
not be tantamount to Professor Buxton’s idea ; 
but it is quite usual on this Council to receive 
a provisional report and to have a vote on it, 
and if you put it in two parts, if I may suggest 
that, then it can be adopted temporarily, pro 
tem, or pro tanto or whatever term you like 
to use. If you put that, those who are only in 
favour of receiving the Report will vote against 
the second resolution that you put, that it goes 
no further than being received. Probably we 
shall all be quite unanimous on the point that 
it be received, but some of us will vote against 
going any further. 

The PrestpeENt: Then there is this to be 
taken into account, that there may be many 
who disagree with your argument, and if they 
voted against you they would vote against the 
reception of the report; and you cannot do that. 
If everyone understands that the report must 
be received, all right. 

Mr. MAte: I thought that would simplify it, 
if that was put. There would be no sting. 

The PRESIDENT: I will adopt that procedure. 
It is proposed and seconded that the report be 
received, 

The motion was carried. 

Major DunKIN: I move that it be adopted 
pro tanto, pending the submission of detailed 
syllabuses, 

Major Buxton: I second that, 

The motion was carried by 19 votes to three. 


Registration Committee. 

The SECRETARY read the following Report of 
the Registration Committee held on October 
5th, which was received and adopted. 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 


CASES 


2609. This member appeared in answer 
to a charge of unprofessional conduct in that he 
had attended a case to take an X-ray photograph, 
knowing that the patient was still under the care 
of another member, the complainant. 

The complainant stated his case and answered 
questions put to him by the Committee. 

The defendant replied in defence of what he 
had done and also answered questions put to 
him by the Committee. 

On the parties being asked to withdraw, the 
Committee came to the conclusion that the facts 
as stated by the complainant had been proved, 
namely, that the defendant had accepted an 
invitalion to take an X-ray photograph of the 
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pelvis of a horse which was at the time in the 
care of a veterinary surgeon and that he had 
done this without consulting his brother 
practitioner. 

It was resolved: “ That the Committee con- 
sider that the complainant was quite justified in 
bringing his complaint. 

“That the member in accepting the invitation 
to take an X-ray photograph without consulta- 
tion with the veterinary surgeon in charge has 
been guilty of unprofessional conduct.” 

It was further resolved: ‘“ That the member 
be informed of this decision and that the 
President should state that the Committee are 
willing to agree that he may have acted as he 
did without fully realising his professional duty 
and warning him that he must be more discreet 
in future.” The member was recalled and 
informed accordingly. 

CASES AGAINST NON-MEMBERS 

183. Using title “ Veterinary Doctor” at a 
dogs’ “ beauty parlour.” The Registrar informed 
the Committee that he had written to this person 
stating that he must not use the title “ Veterinary 
Doctor,” and it appeared that the offence had 
been discontinued since no further complaint 
had been received. 

84. Using title “ Canine Specialist” in con- 
nection with “ Dog Medicines” and “ Advice 
Free.” An undertaking was received to dis- 
continue the. use of the title ‘“ Canine Specialist.” 

88. Using title “ M.R.C.V.S.” in India. The 
Registrar reported that he had informed the 
employers of this person that he was not entitled 
to use the letters “ M.R.C.V.S.” or to describe 
himself as a veterinary surgeon, 

It was resolved: “ That the case stand over for 
further evidence.” 

189. Using title “ Animal Practitioner.” 

190. Using title “ Specialist in Dog Ailments.” 

191. Using title “ Veterinary Surgeon, Medical 
Dispensing Veterinary Practitioner.” 

2. Using the following titles: “ Animal 
Welfare Clinic and Hospital. Principal, X. 
Inoculation against distemper.” “To Veterinary 
Services.” 

The Registrar submitted undertakings in all 
these cases which were accepted. 

Correspondence.—Correspondence was sub- 
mitted in regard to the titles used by The 
British Veterinary Association, Limited, and 
Veterinary Research, Limited. The Registrar 
was instructed to submit the correspondence to 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 


The Secretary thén read the Second Report 
of the Registration Committee held — on 
October 6th, as follows :-— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. , 

Sus-COMMITTEE ON UNQUALIFIED PRACTICE. The 
Secretary reported that owing to the length of 
business in a preceding Committee, time had not 
been found for proper consideration of the 
question and the matter had therefore been 
adjourned, 


CASES AGAINST MEMBERS 


2612. This member appeared in answer to a 
summons from the Committee with regard to 
a complaint to the effect that he had set up in 
practice in the near neighbeurhood, after call- 
ing upon the complainant, in answer to an 
advertisement in the Veterinary Record that the 
complainant’s practice was for disposal. After 
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hearing the complainant, and the defendant's 
explanations, the Committee decided that the 
complainant had had reasonable cause for sub- 
mitting his complaint but that they were satis- 
fied with the explanations given and the case 
was therefore dismissed. 

2607. Complaint by the Scottish S.P.C.A. that 
a member performed an operation on a black 
Pomeranian dog without due care, and with 
gross cruelty. 

Correspondence in this case was submitted 
and it was resolved: 

(a) “ That the matter be referred to a_sub- 
committee to- ascertain the facts by a local 
enquiry in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 8 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881.” 

(b) “ That the sub-committee consist of Mr. J. 
Holroyd, Mr. W. Nairn, Captain T. M. Mitchell 
and Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, together with the 
Registrar, and that their expenses be paid on the 
scale applicable to Examiners.” 

2611. Alleged issue of certificate of sound- 
ness without complete examination. 

Correspondence, including letters from Messrs. 
Tattersalls, was submitted from which it 
appeared that a member had issued a certificate 
of soundness in respect of horses which included 
a certificate of soundness as to wind in the case 
of horses which had not been tested for their 
wind. 

It was resolved: “That the Registrar be 
directed to inform the member that the Council 
disapproves of the manner in which he had 
drafted his certificate and to warn him that he 
must be careful in future to give no similar cause 
of complaint, otherwise the Council might have 
to take more serious action.” 

2614. A police report was submitted to the 
effect that this member had been fined £5 and 
£2 2s. Od. costs on a charge of being drunk in 
charge of a car and had been disqualified from 
holding a driving licence for 12 months. 

A letter of regret and apology was received 
from this member with a promise never to allow 
such a thing to occur again. 

It was resolved: “ That the member’s apology 
be accepted but that he be warned as to his 
future behaviour.” 

2615. Advertising by means of boards in 
Glasgow and neighbourhood. The Registrar 
was instructed to write to this member 
emphasising the importance of strict conformity 
with the rules of the College in regard to 
advertising and instructing him to remove the 
offending notices. 

Correspondence.—A letter was received from a 
correspondent transmitting a_ certificate of 
soundness issued by a member, and complaining 
that the certificate was indefinite and therefore 
useless, 

The Registrar was instructed to write to the 
member to ask whether he issued a certificate 
as described and in the terms mentioned, and if 
so, whether he has any observations to make. 

A letter from the Registrar of the General 
Medical Council was submitted in regard to an 
enquiry by a registered medical practitioner who 
desired advice as to whether he could advertise 
certain cattle remedies which he wished to put 
on the market. 

It was resolved: “ That no action be taken.” 


Colonel BRITTLEBANK: I move the reception 
and adoption of the Report. 

Colonel Simpson: T second. 

The Report was adopted, 
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Parliamentary Committee. 


Captain Simpson read the following Report 
of the Parliamentary Committee of October 6th, 
and moved that it be received and adopted :— 


Chairman.—Captain R. Simpson was re- 
appointed Chairman of the Committee for the 
ensuing year. 

Vice-Chairman.—Captain W. K. Townson was 
re-appointed Vice-Chairman for the ensuing 
year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

PARLIAMENTARY BILLS: The following Parlia- 
mentary Bills were submitted: 

Riding Establishments (Registration and 
Inspection) Bill. 

Protection of Animals No. 2 Bill. 

Protection of Animals No, 3 Bill. 

Prohibition of Vivisection on Dogs (Scot- 
Jand) Bill. 

It was resolved: “ That no action is necessary 
on these Bills, but that in regard to the first Bill 
the Secretary be authorised in consultation with 
the President and Captain Simpson to communi- 
cate with the promoters of the Bill in regard to 
the wording of Clause 3.” 

Agriculture Act, 1937.—\Correspondence with 
the Ministry of Agriculture in regard to the 
schemes under the Agriculture Act, 1937, was 
submitted. 


Mr. Mae seconded, and the Report was 
adopted. 


Library and Publication Committee. 


Mr. Hotroyp (Chairman) presented the fol- 
lowing Report of the Library and Publication 
Committee of October 7th, and moved its 
reception and adoption :— 


Chairman.—Mr. J. Holroyd was re-appointed 
Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

Vice-Chairman.—Dr. A. W. Whitehouse was 
appointed Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


The Librarian submitted his report for the 
quarter as follows:— 
Loans: The Librarian has to report that 





. during the last quarter 207 works were sent out 


on loan. The following are the detailed figures 
compared with those for the previous quarter 
and for the corresponding quarter of 1937: 


April-June, Jan.-March, April-June, 
1937 193 


1938 

Journals 234 191 144 
Books ... 49 46 38 
Pamphlets, 

ie see 6 8 1 
Reports, 

a saa 45 20 24 
Totals... 334 265 207 


Loans to and from other Societies and Institu- 
tions were as follows: 
To From 
Cambridge School of Agriculture 0 1 
Imperial Bureau of Agricultural 
arasitology a oil oni 3 @ 
Imperial Bureau of Animal Health 10 0 
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To From | Bigger. Handbook of bacteriology. Fourth 
London School of Hygiene and | edition. 1935. 12s. 6d. 
Tropical Medicine aeih a a Sisson. Anatomy of the domestic animals. 
fational Central Library ... 1 1 | Third edition. Revised. £2 15s. 0d. 
National Institute for Medical Re- | Tchaperoff. A manual of radiological diagno- 
search wae 1 0 | sis. 1937. £1 Is. Od. 
National Veterinary “Medical Asso- | Law, R. G. The fox in captivity. Bull. Dept. 
ciation ae <a 0 of Game and Fish, Ontario. $1. 
Royal Society ‘of Medici ine ... at 3 0 Register, 1939: It was resolved: “ (a) That the 
Wellcome Research Bureau 5 «(0 Secretary be authorised to proceed with the 
—_ — | publication of the revised edition of the Re ister 
64 5 | for 1939, to include advertisements as before.’ 
In additi ee ee (b) “That the copy. for advertisements 5. 
n addition to the above-mentione ocieties | peferred to the President and Chairman for 


and Institutions, 51 individual borrowers used 
the Library’s lending-service, against 78 and 70 
in the two preceding quarters. One hundred and 
two works were lent by post, and 105 were 
borrowed personally. 

READERS AND VISITORS: Forty-six readers and 
nine others visited the Library during the 
quarter; the numbers for the preceding quarter 
were 51 and six, and for the corresponding 
quarter of 1937, 62 and seven. 

SPECIAL ENQUIRIES: These included requests 
for literature on “ heel-bug,” and navicular 
disease. 

THE PRINTED CATALOGUE: Twenty more copies 
have been sold during the quarter, bringing the 
total figure up to 243. 

A number of unwanted duplicates of journals 
have been passed on to the Librarian of the 
Royal Veterinary College. 

PRESENTATIONS: The following gifts of special 
note have been suiiilie to the Library during the 
quarter: 

By Mr. D. J. Anthony.—Roget, P. M. Animal 
and Vegetable Physiology. Volume II. 1834; 
Gibson, W. Diseases of Horses. Volume II. 1754. 

By Professor J. J, O’Connor.—Dollar’s Veterin- 
ary Surgery. Third Edition. Edited by O’Connor. 


By Major T. G. Heatley~—Markham’s Maister- 


peece. Fifth Edition. 1636; de Grey, T. Com- 
pleat Horseman and Expert Farrier. Third 
Edition. 1656. 


By the Ukrainian Book Exchange Bureau. 
Russia, All-Union Lenin Academy of Agricul- 
tural Science. Papers on Helminthology. 1937. 

By Dr. J. T. Edwards.—_Journal of Comparative 





Pathology and Therapeutic s, Jubilee Number. 
Festschrift to Sir John MW’ Fady ean. 1937. (Bound 
copy.) 

By Sir Frederi iedskrift for 
Dyrlaeger, 


There_has also been presented: National Re- 
search Council of Canada. Bibliography on the 
influence of mineral deficiencies on growth and 
reproduction of farm animals. 1937. 

The Library has also received, by presentation, 
22 reports,  year-books, efc., 48 pamphlets, 
reprints, ete., and 96 dissertations. 

ExcHANGEs: The following journal has been 


added to the list of those obtained by the 
exchange system of the Velerinary Record: 


Bulletin des Services Zootechniques et des 
Epizooties de VAfrique Occidentale Frangaise. 


Purcuases: Four works were’ purchased 
during the quarter. 
It was resolved: “ That the thanks of the 


Council be accorded to the respective donors.” 
PurcHASEs: It was resolved: “ That the follow- 
ing books be Besemenes: 
Hutyra and Marek. Special pathology and 
therapeutics of the diseases of domestic animals. 
Fourth edition. 1938. Three volumes. £6 6s. Od. 








their approval before publication.” 

Mr, Townson seconded, and the Report was 
adopted after the correction of a typographical 
error, 


Marking of Animals Committee. 


The .SeckErary read the interim report of 
the Marking of Animals Committee, as follows : 
COMMITTEE ON DESCRIPTION OF ANIMALS 
Recommendations 


. (a) That all animals which have been sub- 
jected to a-diagnostic test and for which 
a certificate is given, should be made 
permanently identifiable by means of a 
tattoo mark either in the ear or the gum, 
preferably the ear, unless they already 
bear satisfactory identification marks 
of a Breed Society, Milk Recording 
Society, or other approved body. 

(b) That the Breed Societies should be recom- 
mended to include a rule to this effect 
in their regulations. 

2. That veterinary surgeons should be advised 
that no tuberculin test certificate or other 
certificate that an animals has passed a 
diagnostic test should be given unless: 

(a) The animal tested is permanently and 
properly identifiable by means of a 
satisfactory mark of a Breed Society, 
Milk Recording Society, or other 
approved body, or 

(b) The animal is properly tattooed before 
the certificate is given. 

the certificate should include as full a 

description as possible of the animal 

tested, e.g., breed, sex, colour, and age 
where known, also any marks, defects 
or peculiarities in the horns, ears or 

elsewhere. * 

4. That a copy of these recommendations be sent 
to the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Agriculture, the various Breed Societies, the 
County Councils Association, and to every 
member of the profession. 


Instructions for Tattooing 


In order to make the tattoo mark as permanent 
as possible, the following precautions should be 
strictly observed: 

(1) The tattoo instrument and the letters and 
figures to be used must be clean. 

(2) The grease must be removed from the ear. 

(3) The tattoo material should be smeared over 
the site of the marking. The best place for the 
tattoo mark is usually along the long axis of the 
inner surface of the ear. 

(4) Apply the tattoo instrument. 

(5) Rub in the indelible tattoo material. 

(6) Clean the tattoo instrument and put in 
fresh letters and figures. 


3. That 
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(7) It is essential that the numbers and letters 
used should be thoroughly cleaned immediately 


after use. 
(8) Defective numbers and letters should be 


rejected. 

Colonel BrirrLEBANK moved the reception and 
adoption of the Report. 

Professor CRAIG seconded. 

Major Dunkin: I suppose it is all right, but 
it struck me when I read this for the first 
time this afternoon, that “all animals which 
have been subjected to a diagnostic test,’ 
might doubtless be treated in the same way 
whether they passed or not, and there is no 
Suggestion in these recommendations as_ to 
whether there should be a differentiation of 
marking or entirely requiring animals that had 
been subjected to a diagnostic test to be suit- 
ably and indelibly marked, It is a point that 
does not appear quite clear to me, 

Several Members: “And for which a certi- 
ficate has been given.” 

Major DunKkIN: Well, you can have all kinds 
of certificates, as we know. 

Mr. Martinson: This leads to a very big 
proposition. I question, as regards the first 
line of paragraph (a), whether it should be 
“which have been subjected” or “which are 
to be subjected,” because having once been 
subjected to the test nobody knows what may 
happen to them. 

The other question arising on the same para- 
graph is that here the Committee definitely 
pledge themselves to a tattoo mark. Now, we 
all know that with black cattle the tattoo mark 
is unsatisfactory, and also with other cattle 
I do not know that that is a good mark. 

The PRESIDENT: You have made a certain 
number of criticisms. Do you wish that the 
report be referred back? 

Mr, Martinson: No, I think we might amend 
the report to meet these points, It struck me 
especially that two of the recommendations are 
irreconcilable, 

Mr. Narrn: With regard to this point raised 
by Major Mattinson dealing with the blaek 
cattle, I happen to live in a county where the 
majority of the cattle are black, and some of 
them have been tattooed for 15 years. The 
only essential is that you hold your torch 
behind the ear and not inside the ear. - 

Professor Woo.pRIDGE: I should like to make 
a comment on the instructions for tattooing. 
I think that is rather too vague. It is often 
said that the mark is usually along the middle 
of the ear. That does not say whether it is 
to be transverse or along the long axis of the 
ear, or whether inside or outside the ear. We 
understand the practice, but I understand that 


this was intended to be along the long axis of 


the inner surface of the ear, and I suggest that 
the wording would be better so amended. 
Mr. Horroyp: It says here “ diagnostic test.” 
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Y RECORD. 
Well, there are various tests. Is this intended 
to refer only to the tuberculin test? 

Mr. Procter: I do not quite understand this. 
Does the marking of these cattle carry any 
date at all, as to how long the animal has 
been tattooed—how long it is since the animal 
passed the test? 

Mr, Tutt: Does this apply in any way if a 
beast does not pass the test? 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK: In the first place, the 
attempts of the Committee in presenting a 
report which is, after all, an interim report, 
were to try and clarify this question of the 
markings of animals, and we have had all 
methods under serious consideration, and we 
have been in touch with practically all the 
breed societies, We also had the help of Mr. 
Cumber, who is a very experienced breeder, at 
one of our meetings. I should say that the 
Committee are quite alive to the question of 
marking black animals, and they have decided 
to inquire whether there is any method of 
marking black animals with some white 
material or coloured material. In passing, I 
think it was decided to inquire from such a 
body as Imperial Chemical Industries, or people 
who know about dyestuffs. 

Then I think it is agreed that the instruc- 
tions with regard to tattooing mean that it 
should be done along the long axis of the inner 
surface of the ear, and I hope that that may 
be amended. 

With regard to the other point, about the age, 
one finds in most herds there is a letter which 
gives the key to the age of the animal. It is 
very often used as a prefix letter which shows 
the particular year in which the animal was 
born, I do not know any other method of 
putting in the age of the animal, and, of course, 
these markings refer particularly to certificates 
given by veterinary surgeons who are called 
upon to apply tests. 

Mr. Natrn: I do not understand why it 


_ Should be necessary to get any other colour of 


ink to distinguish black animals, because you 
do not often get an animal that is dead black. 

Colonel BrITrLEBANK: I agree with Mr. 
Nairn, but there is, even with a light behind, 
sometimes a difficulty, and it was merely to 
explore to see whether there was anything else 
that could be used—luminous stuff was men- 
tioned, and all sorts of other things—to see 
whether there was anything which could be 
done to improve and make more distinct the 
markings in some of these ears, 

Mr. Tutr: With regard to black ears, 1 was 
talking to Mr, Smythe the other day about 
this, and he said he had been using aluminium 
paint, and that it was most satisfactory. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK: [I am bound to say 
that I have tried aluminium paint, and that so 
far it has been satisfactory, How long it is 
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going to last I do not know, The experience 
is only after twelve months. 

The PRESIDENT: We can hardly go into the 
question of this way or that way of tattooing. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK: I move the reception 
and adoption of the Report with the amend- 
ments agreed on, 

The motion was duly seconded and carried. 


DATES OF EXAMINATIONS 

Major Dunkin: I move the adoption of the 
following dates: D.V.S.M. Examination: Writ- 
ten commencing November 7th. Animal Manage- 
ment Examination: To commence London, 
November 7th. Membership Examination : 
Written: December 5th and 6th. Orals to 
commence not later than December 12th. 

Professor Buxton: I second. 

The motion was carried. 

APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL SECRETARIES 

The Secretary: The reappointment of the 
present Local Secretaries is recommended. 

On the motion of Professor WoOoLDRIDGE, 
seconded by Mr. Nairn, the present Local 
Secretaries were reappointed. 

APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINER IN ANIMAL 
MANAGEMENT 

Major DuNnkIN: I beg to propose the nomiina- 
ation of Colonel Wood for that post, 

Mr. WALKER: I second. 

The proposal was carried. 

The Secretary was directed to convey the 
thanks of the Council to Mr. Steele-Bodger for 
his past services as Examiner in Animal 
Management, 


METHOD OF ELECTING PRESIDENTS 
Major Dunkin: I move: 





(a) “ That a committee be appointed to 
nominate persons for election to the 
offices of President and Vice-Presi- 
dents of the College for submission to 
the Council.” 

(b) “ That the committee ccasist of the 
President and Past-Presidents of the 
College.” 


The motion which appears on the agenda 
paper in my name needs, 1 think, very little 
if any explanation, I have thought for some 
long time, and in my own mind I am perfectly 
convineed, that a change in the method which 
we adopt to-day in nominating and electing 
Presidents and Vice-Presidents of this College 
should be made. You may say, of course, and 
very properly, why, if I have had this in mind 
all this time, should T have waited until this 
exact moment to bring my proposition to your 
notice? The explanation is a perfectly simple 
one, and I am proposing to give it to you, It 
Was not until this last month or two that T felt, 
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shall I say, mentally equipped to deal with 
this very difficult situation, and it is only 
because you, Sir, now occupy the Chair, because 
a very great friend of mine has just vacated it, 
and because another great friend of mine has 
already been appointed Vice-President, that I 
felt I could very properly tackle this difficult 
problem without being misunderstood, at any 
rate by those three gentlemen whom I have 
mentioned; and now, with that introduction, 
I hope I shall not be misunderstood by anyone 
else, 

My chief, indeed my only, complaint about 
our present method of nomination is that it 
lacks dignity, and in consequence the Chair, 
the position itself, the highest position which 
the profession in this country has in its hands 
to grant, loses dignity and honour, and quite 
unconsciously we have assisted in that which 
I hope is but a temporary degradation. I need 
hot remind you that the system in vogue to-day 
appears to be that the main qualification which 
a candidate must possess before he can accept 
nomination as the President of this Council is 
that he shoulau have been a member of this body 
longer than his colleagues who similarly have 
served, That seems to be the unwritten law 
which exists to-day. If some of my frtends on 
this Council during the course of conversation 
tell me that that is not the rule they will be 
quite right, of course; but my reply would 
still be that, rule or no rule, that is what takes 
place. I do not understand, and I never shall 
understand, why it should be inevitable that 
any one of us—and I include myself in all I 
am saying-—merely because he is put on this 
Council by an insignificant minority of the 
profession should consider himself a right and 
proper person to occupy that honourable 
position, That I shali never understand. I 
am going to be personal again, as I have been 
slightly in the past in what I have said, A 
great friend of mine on this Council, who is 
present here this afternoon, does not absolutely 
agree with me. I am very glad he does not, 
because I know him so well that I have had 
many talks about this matter with him, and I 
think we still disagree, but we understand each 
other thoroughly. He believes, I am glad to 
say, that I have the best interests of the pro- 
fession at heart, and I am equally sure that he 
has; and that is how the matter will remain 
as far as we are concerned; but there was one 
item that occurred in the course of conversa- 
tion between us. He said, “The one thing I 
object to about you is this: I do object to your 
saying that I am not a fit and proper person 
to occupy the Chair.” Well, of course, IT had 
never said any such thing, and I do not intend 
to say any such thing. My remarks are not 
applicable to anyone in this Council chamber 
at all; but I am looking ahead, and I am saying 
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that in view of the fact—and unfortunately it 
is a fact—that so many of our colleagues in 
the field take so little interest in the affairs of 
this body, it is not unlikely that anybody, if 
he chooses to put his name down for nomina- 
tion, should get on to this Council; and when 
once he is on, he has got to be pretty terrible 
to get off again; and I do not want to see our 
Chair degraded in that way; and that is what 
Il am up against, 

My proposition is intended to overcome the 
present difficulty, and my own conviction is 
that it will, I know it will be said that it 
has been tried before and that it was a failure, 
and | may be reminded of the unfortunate 
oecasion when it is alleged that that system 
was a failure; but in order to avoid taking up 
too much time I would say quite frankly that 
on that occasion the system was not at fault 
at all, but some of the men who worked it were. 
That is beyond dispute. Some of my friends, 
too, on this body, whilst agreeing with me in 
principle disagree with the suggested personnel 
of the appointing Committee. Very well. I 
submit that proposition to you, gentlemen, 
because I hold that no body of people on this 
Council should be better able to decide on who 
is or who is not a fit and proper person to hold 
that Chair than those who have already held 
it. These gentlemen have already had our con- 
fidence, otherwise they would never have been 
President; we cannot deny that, and we must 
be consistent. We have trusted them once, and 
I am submitting that we must trust them again, 
and I for one am prepared to do so, If we 
appointed other people on such a committee— 
that is to say, people like myself, Mr. Glover, 
Professor Dalling—I do not think any of us 
would dare sit. We could not possibly sit and 
consider whether either of us was suitable, fit 
and proper to occupy the presidential Chair 
next year or the year after—a most undignified 
position—and I hold, therefore, that the only 
possible body who can decide this point is that 
composed of Past Presidents. , 

I do not want to take up any more of the 
time of the Council, and I did not intend to do 
more than introduce the subject; but, as you 
know, it has been one which has worried me 
quite a bit. I may have said more than I 
should have done—TI hope not; but if I have, 
it was only with the idea of wishing not to be 
ambiguous, 

Mr, Dawes: It may seem invidious to many 
of you that a comparatively junior member of 
this Council should second this motion; but one 
reason Why I second this motion, thus ensuring 
its discussion, is this—that it has always been 
in my mind that if at any time there should 
be any question affecting the dignity of any 
position that may be held by any one of our 
members, the sooner the matter is brought 
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into broad daylight and the opinion of 
the Council clearly expressed the better for 
everyone concerned, I speak as one open to 
correction by many friends in this room who 
are older than I am, but it would appear to me 
that if there should be any feeling among any 
section of a body such as ours on such a 
question as this, that feeling should be openly 
and freely put forward, I beg to second, 

Mr. Nairn: [ rise on a point of order, and I 
ask your ruling, Sir. Is it competent to submit 
a motion dealing with a question on which 
there is already a resolution of this Council 
recorded without first rescinding that resolu- 
tion? 

The PRESIDENT: It is for the very purpose of 
reconsidering that previous resolution, I think 
it is quite in order. 

Mr. Nairn: The previous resolution deter- 
mines the Committee for this purpose. 

The Presipent: The resolution that was 
passed before made the whole Council respons- 
ible, 

Mr, Nairn: Well, that was the Committee for 
this purpose, 

The PRreEsIDENT: Now that has been brought 
up before the whole Council, and the resolution 
Was passed more than six months ago—a good 
deal more—and you can alter your resolution 
after six months. 

Colonel WALKER: May I ask the Registrar 
if the Charter permits of a President being 
elected who is not a member of the Council. 

Mr, Mattinson: The Charter says elected 
from the members of the Council, 

Mr. Hortroyp: I beg to move, as an aimend- 
ment, the following :— 


“ That a committee be appointed to con- 
sider whether or not any alteration in our 
system of nominating President and Vice- 
Presidents is desirable; that committee to 
consist of six members, including ex-officio 
members, of whom three shall hold or have 
held the office of President.” 





Captain Simpson: I should like formaily to 
second that) amendment. I think it pro- 
vides adequate breathing-space to consider the 
arguments which have been put forward by 
Major Dunkin, and IT hope the Council will 
accept the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT: Do you accept that, Major 
Dunkin? 

Major DuNnKIN: May I speak to the amend- 
ment ? 

Mr. Matrrinson: I should like to speak on 
the original resolution. 

The PRESIDENT: Speak to the amendment 
now. You can speak to the other resolution 
later; it is not before us now. 

Mr. Natrn: IT would ask Mr. Holroyd if he 
would aecept a modification of his amendment 
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—-six members, excluding the members ex- 
officio, or officers of the Council. 

Professor WoOoLDRIDGE: Mr, President, I 
hesitate very much to question your ruling, but 
it seems to me, on a point of order, that you 
‘annot speak to the amendment without the 
original alternative being involved, 

The PRESIDENT: Certainly; it must be. 

Professor Woo.LpripGe: That, IT understood, 
was the position in which Major Mattinson 
found himself. 

The Presipent: I understood that he was 
not taking consideration of the amendment, and 
was speaking simply to the original motion, 

Major Dunkin: IT am very sorry; but I for 
one cannot accept the amendment, because I 
want to remind the Council that I gave notice 
of motion, and spoke on it (not at so great 
length as I have this afternoon) three months 
ago, The Council have therefore had, in my 
opinion, ample time to decide in their own 
minds this point, and [ submit that three 
months is ample to decide whether or not a 
change is necessary. If, in the intervening 
period of those twelve weeks, members of 
Council have not made up their minds, I submit, 
with profound respect, that they will not do so 
with another period of three months in which to 
reflect; and it is for that reason alone that 
I am sorry to say that I cannot support the 
amendment. I do not think it is necessary 
that we should wait. That amendment, indeed, 
would be embodied in my proposition. If mem- 
bers who may subsequently, I hope, be asked 
to vote on my proposition feel that 2 change 
is unnecessary, they will vote against it. The 
amendment, in my opinion, is unnecessary and 
redundant, 

Colonel Walker: On the question of termin- 
ology, what exactly does “ ex-officio member of 
the Council’ mean? 

The Prestmpent: The President and the 
Treasurer are ex-officio members of the Council. 

Major Dunktw: Are you proposing to put this 
matter to the vote now? 

The PRESIDENT: The amendment must go to 
the vote, yes. 

Major Dunkin: I merely raise the question, 
because I want to make a request before my 
proposition goes to the vote. 

The PREsIDENT: The amendment does not 
affect the first part of your motion, that a Com- 
mittee be appointed. It is quite in consonance 
with your first part; the only part in which 
it differs from yours is under ()b). 

Major Dunkin: No, Sir; I submit that it 
differs entirely—that it suggests entire post- 
ponement of consideration of the matter; and 
T am dead against that, and I think quite a 
number are, 

The Presipent: I do not think that it gives 
a complete postponement, 





Major Dunkin: Then I will put it in another 
way. I submit that the amendment is redund- 
ant and unnecessary, because the situation is 
arranged for in my proposition; in other words, 
if members of this Council think that no change 
is desirable all they have got to do is to vote 
against my motion. It is a perfectly simple 
matter, and in consequence I submit that the 
amendment as worded does not arise. 

Mr, Marrinson: It appears to me that there 
are two resolutions here, (a) is a point that 
has not been discussed at all. Major Dunkin 
has opened the point, Nothing further has 
been said about it, though it has been seconded. 
(b) is the composition of such a committee, on 
which Mr, Holroyd has moved as amend- 
ment. 

Captain Simpson: On a point of order, I must 
point out that the amendment that I seconded 
is entirely different. We are asking that the 
whole question be reviewed by this Committee, 

Major DunkKIN: I hold it to be quite unneces- 
Sary; and members who do not agree with my 
proposition could vote against it, and then you 
would get the point raised by Mr, Holroyd. 

The PRESIDENT: We shall have to take the 
amendment first. 

Colonel BRitTLEBANK: There is another point 
that I must point out to Major Dunkin—that 
some of us agree up to a point with his pro- 
position, but we also agree with Mr. Holroyd's. 
They are not really antagonistic; both are eon- 
structive, and I think they should be discussed 
on their merits, It is not a question of treating 
this matter in an off-hand way. It is not time 
to speak to the original motion. 

The PreEsipent: Although they are very 
similar, and similar in purpose. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK: There are many other 
questions that I think that Committee proposed 
by Mr. Holroyd could very usefully report upon 
—for example, the question of chairmanship of 
committees, as to how long members can sit 
as chairman of committee, It seems to me that 
those are all points that want a good deal of 
clarification; but I do not see that they run 
seriously counter to one another, Both reso- 
lutions are definitely constructive, 

Major Dunkin: Oh, yes. I do not want to 
be misunderstood. I am not Suggesting that 
Mr, Holroyd’s motion is contrary to mine 
entirely. I do suggest, however, that it is 
unnecessary. 

The Presipent: I think, perhaps, after talk- 
ing this over with my colleague, there is quite 
a possibility of getting ahead if we divide Mr. 
Holyroyd’s motion into two, and take the first 
half first. The first deals with the appointment 
of a committee; the second part deals with the 
constitution of the committee. Some might 
wish to agree to the first half and not be able 
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to agree to the second half. Would Mr. Holroyd 
agree to his amendment being divided? 

Mr. Hortroyp: With the consent of my 
seconder I readily agree to split that up into 
two. 

Captain Simpson: I agree. 

The PReEsipENT: Then the amendment would 
stand :— 

“That a committee be appointed to con- 
sider whether or not any alteration in our 
present system of nominating President and 
Vice-Presidents is desirable ”— 

and leave it at that for the moment, 

Mr. MattTinson: May I just ask, on a point 
of order, assuming that Mr. Holroyd’s motion 
is carried by a majority of one, is it not a 
matter concerning the internal administration 
of this College of which due notice ought to 
have been given? Can this be done by amend- 
ment? Major Dunkin had to give a formal 
notice of motion to alter our present system, 
and can an amendment be made without any 
notice of motion? 

The Prestpent: I discussed that point with 
the Registrar, and we are both of opinion that, 
provided a motion has been tabled three months 
before, and an amendment is put to it, if the 
amendment does not go outside the purpose of 
the original motion it is in order; but it must 
not introduce new subjects, 

Mr. Martinson: I would = suggest, very 
respectfully, that unless we first agree that a 
change in our constitutional methods is neces- 
sary on the motion made by Major Dunkin, we 
‘annot consider the amendment, 

Professor Buxton: In point of fact, the 
amendment is only a parliamentary wile to 
delay discussion, is it not? It is nothing more, 

Major Dunkin: I might add that i am a little 
disappointed, with profound respect, that there 
has been made impossible any discussion of my 
motion, That has been cut short by reason of 
the appearance of the amendment. I must say 
that I am a little disappointed, more especially 
as members have had three months to consider 
it, and some here might like to talk about it, 
but are precluded from doing So by reason of 
the terms of an amendment which is less than 
five minutes old, 

The Presipent: That is perfectly right; but 
we have got fo abide by our Standing Orders, 
An amendment must be dealt with first and 
cleared out of the way before the motion can 
be dealt with, If you like to put an amend- 
ment to suspend our Standing Orders I am 
entirely open to you, 

Colonel BriItTLEBANK: Would you accept a 
motion to suspend the Standing Orders? That 
would get over it. 

The PRESIDENT: It is quite open to somebody 
to introduce another amendment and introduce 
the subject of the first motion. I hope Major 
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Dunkin will not think that this is burking his 
motion, or any trick to put him out of court 
for the time being. It is just unfortunate that 
it has befallen in this way. 

Colonel BritTLEBANK: Just to test the feeling 
of the Council on this matter — discussion is 
stultified, apparently, to some extent—I move 
that the Standing Orders be suspended for the 
time being. 

Mr, MALE: I will second that. 

The motion was carried. 

The PRESIDENT: Now the original motion is 
open to discussion equally with the amendment. 
Major Mattinson, I think you wish to speak on 
the original motion? 

Major Martinson: I wil] formally move the 
rejection of the motion put forward by Major 
Dunkin, I have not given the matter the great 
consideration which he as, but I will endeavour 
to give a few reasons why I oppose it. I have 
made one or two notes of the remarks made 
by Major Dunkin which I should like to refer 
to first, and if I have misconstrued him I stand 
to be corrected; but I think that Major Dunkin 
suggested that the present method was a degra- 
dation to the presidency. Well, I cannot think 
that Major Dunkin really meant that. Do you 
really suggest that it is a degradation that any 
gentleman who is a member of this Council 
should be elected by his brother members of 
the Council? To me it would be the highest 
honour I could receive. Major Dunkin said 
that most of us are elected by a minority vote 
of the members of the profession, That is per- 
fectly true; but does it enter into the matter at 
all? Not in the slightest degree, We are the 
members elected by those who voted for us. 
Those who do not care to vote, we cannot legis- 
late for; we cannot regard. If only 5 per cent. 
voted for all members of this Council, the 
people for whom they voted are the elected 
members of the profession, and as such they are 
the people who should nominate their own 
President, 

Mr. Marte: Might I suggest that we go into 
Committee? I think the discussion would be 
freer. 

Major Dunkin: I think this discussion should 
go on as it is, It is a matter that affects the 
whole profession, and I oppose very strongly 
our going into committee merely for this 
discussion, I hope Major Mattinson agrees. 

Major Mattinson: I heartily agree, I am 
sure that Major Dunkin is acting from very 
good motives. I happen to disagree. I think it 
is far better that the matter should be dis- 
cussed in open Council. Now, Major Dunkin 
has suggested that Presidents are elected by 
seniority only. That is probably true; but is 
there any better method? It certainly would 
be surprising if a newly-elected member should 
be elected President while he was still in his 
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novitiate on this Council. I speak as a junior 
member myself, and I should feel terribly 
embarrassed if the presidency was thrust on 
me, I think it is very desirable that a man 
should serve a long apprenticeship before he is 
really competent to act as President of this 
body. Surely the fact that a man has given 
long service to this body is not to be thrown 
in his teeth, saying “You are getting your 
reward for old service’? I submit that it is 
one of the greatest qualifications possible. I 
think that this is the most reactionary propo- 
sition I have ever heard in these meetings. To 
me, this is going back to the days of the Wars 
of the Roses, It is proposed to hand over an 
elected body to a caucus. I think that prin- 
ciple is absolutely rotten. We have heard 
enough of dictatorships in this country in the 
last few weeks. 
Mr. Mate: It is only the nomination. 


Major DuNkIN: It is not in my proposition at 
all, I do not say elected; I say nominated. 


Major Matrrinson: I beg your pardon; but 
“nominate”? means to foist upon the Council 
certain names. I submit that if the nomination 
of this corporation or this elected body is to be 
of no avail it is a waste of time. We elect 
officers here. If the caucus liked to nominate 
anybody that we do not like, that ends the 
matter; but why should we have this caucus? 
TI say most sincerely that if it should ever 
happen that I come up for being President, I 
do not want any caucus; I want it to be the 
will of the elected members of the Council. We 
are in a democratic State; we are a demo- 
cratic body. We have recently had a Com- 
mittee on Veterinary Education which criti- 
cised some of our backwardness. Let us not 
step still further back. I submit that the only 
system of electing Presidents is the one that 
we already have. Major Dunkin says he is 
looking ahead, At whom is he looking?’ At 
me, or at whom? Why should we be ruled by 
Major Dunkin and his caucus? I think he has 
been among the war-mongers. I move formally 
that the motion be rejected. 

Captain Simpson: I am not quite clear how 
we stand, or whether I am still speaking to 
the amendment or speaking against the propo- 
sition, As it is, I suppose we can take either 
course; but I should like to say something in 
regard to this proposition, and perhaps in more 
restrained terms than Major Mattinson has 
used to ask the Council not to depart from their 
present procedure, It is quite true that if one 
were to go into this matter in detail one would 
have to rake over a good deal of past history, 
and I do not think it is desirable that we should 
do so. Major Dunkin introduced this subject 
in a manner which I think appeals to the 
Council, in that he was earnest and sincere in 
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his motives, and that he is definitely most 
anxious for the good of his Council and the 
good of the profession; and I am sure that he 
attributes the same motives to those who may 
oppose him on the matter. I think he bases 
his arguments on the failings, or what he calls 
the failings, of our present system under two 
headings—that there is something wrong with 
our electoral system in the first place, and 
secondly that seniority has been the only thing 
which has counted in this Council, Now, there 
is no electoral system in this country which is 
perfect, We all know that many bodies are 
elected not by majority votes. It is due not 
so much to our system as to the apathy of the 
electors, and that is a thing which we are not 
in a position to get out of; but I should be the 
last to admit that we are sitting here in any 
illegal way, or in a way which does not qualify 
us to vote or to take part in the election of our 
President. I agree with Major Dunkin that 
that office is of the highest importance in our 
profession, but if there is a fault in our elec- 
toral svstem I do maintain that we are not to 
blame, because we are sitting here, as Major 
Dunkin says, by a minority vote: T do not think 
that that alters the position at all as to our 
qualifications as individual members of this 
Council to take a full part in the election of the 
President, Then, again, our present system of 
election means that the President is elected by 
the whole Council acting in committee, Now, 
if this election is an important matter, as we 
all agree it is, I contend that every member of 
this Council should know the reasons for and 
against any particular nomination, and there- 
fore that information can only be passed to 
the members of the Council if the nominations 
are made before the whole Council. It has been 
suggested that the Past Presidents are better 
fitted that we are, as individual members of 
the Council, who have not held that office, to 
judge of the qualifications of any particular 
‘andidate; but the Past Presidents are not 
denied the opportunity in committee of putting 
their views forward, ahd of converting the rest 
of the Council to that way of thinking if their 
arguments are sound. Then again, the question 
of seniority has been mentioned. Well, I should 
be very sorry to think that seniority is the only 
thing which has counted in this Council as a 
qualification for election to that chair, It is a 
qualification, and one that your yourself 
referred to, Sir, when taking the Chair; and 
is there anything to be ashamed of in seniority? 
But I contend that it has not always been the 
only factor which has weighed with this 
Council. They have always taken into account 
other factors as well. I hope that the Council 
will adhere to its present procedure, Major 
Mattinson has referred to the democratic 
nature of this Council and to the attacks which 
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have been made on the freedom of many demo- 
cratic bodies to-day, and I certainly agree that 
it would be a retrograde action to revert to 
a system which was in force some years ago. 
Our present system has worked quite satis- 
factorily, and I hope that it will be allowed to 
continue. 

Mr, Naikn: [ should jiike to oppose this 
motion, and to state that I have complete con- 
fidence in the sincerity of Major Dunkin’s 
motives in raising this question. He had a 
sincere desire, I am sure, in his own mind to 
do the best to raise, as he stated, the dignity 
of the Council in the eyes of the profession and 
of the world at large; but it does not follow, 
because his intentions are high-minded, that 
the procedure he sketches out may be _ the 
correct method, We all of us have occasions 
in life when we think the world is going wrong, 
but these are quite normal phenomena to us 
all, It may be due to various factors, but it 
does not follow that things are wrong, and it 
does not follow that though we change these 
ways they will be made right, and I have every 
confidence in stating that though we adopt 
Major Dunkin’s motion it will not necessarily 
follow that we shall be thoroughly satisfied that 
mistakes will not occur. It is outwith human 
activities altogether to expect perfection, and 
this body, like any other, cannot escape that 
risk, and we have te accept it. LI support com- 
pletely the desire expressed by Captain 
Simpson that the election, even the nomination, 
of the President should be carried through in 
a democratic fashion, as has been the practice 
in the last few years, We have learnt, since 
I entered the Council, how it is possible to 
inflict pain, however uncalled-for and unjusti- 
fied, I think everyone would like to avoid the 
infliction of pain or sorrow on any member who 
had served this Council well, For that reason, 
and for other reasons which I will not recall at 
the moment, I should like to support the 
remarks of Captain Simpson, and to say that I 
am definitely in favour of the retention of the 
present procedure for the nomination of ,the 
President, 

Mr, Horroyp: I am entirely in agreement 
with Captain Simpson and Mr. Nairn in this 
matter, I do not want a repetition of what 
happened in this Council chamber three or four 
years ago, when the nomination of that Presi- 
dent’s Committee or Nominations Committee 
was turned down in this Council chamber; and 
it was purely with the idea of preventing a 
similar thing happening again that I was 
tempted to draw up my amendment. 

Colonel BrRITTLEBANK: I rise with a great deal 
of hesitation as a Past President, because I 
have very little feeling in the matter. I have 
a tremendous respect for my friend Dunkin, 
and I know that whatever he proposes he has 
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got, very often, sound and serious reasons for 
proposing it, but I have rather failed to gather 
any sound reason in what he has said, At the 
same time, 1 believe that what is behind Major 
Dunkin’s mind is the fact that this method and 
the old method did lead to a certain amount of 
lobbying and canvassing for support for various 
‘andidates, Well, I suppose that is more or 
less normal in human establishments such as 
this. I have tried, since Major Dunkin raised 
this point, to examine those that have gone 
before, and among others I am bound to include 
myself, and see in what way the system failed ; 
and except for two very unpleasant incidents 
which happened on the election I am bound to 
say that the system: seems to have served the 
Council and the profession fairly well. 

Major Dunkin: That is the old system, or 
the new system? 

Colonel BrITTLEBANK : Both systems, I do not 
mean the present system, but I mean _ the 
ex-Presidents’ Committee and the original 
* Caucus” Committee which was formed. I 
do not know how it was constituted, but it 
usually met round the fireplace and decided 
the major issues of this Council. That has 
been long dead, Then we had the ex-Presidents’ 
Committee, Now, even that was found wanting 
in some way, and I feel that if anything could 
be done which would ensure that we always 
put the right man in the Chair at the right 
day, that is all that we want in this Council. 
It is not always possible, and I am going to say 
something now which probably one has _ hesi- 
tated to say. When nominations are brought 
up in Council, in open committee or Council 
sitting in committee, it is not always possible 
to criticise the nominations without being 
unkind, That is one of the worst points against 
the existing system—that you may have nomin- 
ations brought forward, they are your 
colleagues, and you ought to be loyal to them 
as such—I hope I am loyal to every member 
of this Council—but you may feel that in par- 
ticular circumstances that individual is not the 
right member for the position of President for 
the time being, and you find a good deal of 
diffidence about getting up and saying so lest 
you hurt that man’s feelings—at least, I do; 
I hate to hurt anybody’s feelings—and I do 
feel that in that respect if anything could be 
done which would get rid of those points, then 
the system which exists to-day would be very 
much stronger, because, after all, we are, Major 
Maittinson, Captain Simpson, Mr. Nairn and 
all of us are democrats; those gentlemen whom 
I have named are no more democratic in their 
ideas than we are; we belong to the greatest 
democracy in the world, and please God we 
shall do everything to promote its welfare and 
to behave in a truly democratic way; but it 
does not always follow that an open discussion, 
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limited as it is bound to be by the ordinary 
human restrictions which one places on one’s 
own conduct, can be as frank or as full as it 
might be, and it is only in that direction that 
I feel that there may be something in what 
Major Dunkin and Mr. Holroyd suggest. I 
would be prepared to accept Mr. Holroyd's 
amendment as, at any rate, a stepping-stone 
which was required. If it was found on inquiry 
that the present system was satisfactory, that 
report would settle matters, That is all I 
have to say. 

Colonel WALKER: As one who believes that 
this question would be more satisfactorily 
settled if the method of ballot was relied on. 
I shall vote for the amendment, that the Com- 
mittee should consider that, 

Mr. Hotroyp: That is something that I want 
the Committee to consider. 

Colonel WALKER: You have not said so. 

Colonel BritTLEBANK: But then all that leads 
to jockeying, 

Major Dunkin: In replying to this debate, 
at the outset I want to say how grateful I am 
to my colleagues on this Council for the lenient 
way they have dealt with the discussion, and 
particularly for what they have said about me, 
I vant to assure those who haye spoken, and 
tho.e who have not, that it was not my inten- 
tion nor my desire to set up a caucus, as Major 
Mattinson has said; indeed, I would fight 
against such a system. I have already told 
him that it was not my desire that the Com- 
mittee of ex-Presidents should elect. My idea 
was that it should nominate after discussion in 
committee, and so avoid the acrimonious dis- 
cussion which might inevitably follow in open 
Council. That of itself, I suggest, would be, 
to say the least of it, awkward, and we are 
all sensitive beings, some more than others; 
but I suggest that in the possible event—and 
this has happened in the past, as we all know— 
of there being a nomination of a man to the 
presidential chair who we thought was _ not 
fitted for the post, which of us is going to 
get up and say so? Is not that a very awkward 
position, gentlemen? If some of you felt very 
strongly that it was an unsuitable candidate, 
and your sensitiveness was such that it pre- 
cluded you from saying so in open Council—and 
I can understand that position—then, by your 
inaction, you are allowing an improper person 
to oecupy the highest position that we have to 
offer in this profession. I do not say that my 
proposition is the best way out of what is 
admitted to be a difficulty. I do say that it 
is a step in the right direction; but if there is 
a better one about, I am willing to support it. 
I disagree entirely with Major Mattinson when 
he says that my proposition is reactionary, It 
is nothing of the sort. On the contrary, I sub- 
mit that it is putting the nomination to a high 
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office on proper, sound lines. We all know 
quite well—I assume you know—that if this 
Committee of ex-Presidents reported to the 
Council and nominated a certain man and the 
Council did not like it, in spite of the fact 
that they would know that name, and the others 
too, had been given very careful consideration, 
careful thought and much discussion—much 
more thought and much more discussion than 
would be possible in open council—then it is 
still open to Council, this democratic body that 
we hear so much about, to oppose it. 

I want to get rid of this lobbying that Colonel 
Brittlebank has spoken of, All of you do, I 
know; there is no difference of opinion about 
that. I want to get over the degrading 
situation that I have found myself in several 
times, as some of you have too, when you hear 
a man say, “ Well, it will be my turn in two 
years’ time.” That is an impertinence, to say 
the least of it; but he knows it is true to-day. 
I submit, gentlemen, that we must stop that. 
No one in this room or outside it has a right 
to say that. Not one of us has a right to say, 
“T shall be President in two years’ time, in 
three years’ time ’’—or, indeed, at any time. 

‘aptain Simpson has suggested that in order 
to discuss this matter properly it would almost 
be necessary to rake over past history. Well, 
I do not think it is, and it is not my intention 
to do so, We can quite easily deal with this 
matter without that, and IT know, too, that if my 
proposition were carried, every member of this 
Council would be quite able to take his full part 
in the election just as much as he is to-day, but 
that the nomination would be on more sound 
lines. 

Captain Simpson has very truly said that 
the post of President should be filled by a man 
who is well equipped for the post in all 
respects, and in that we all entirely agree. It 
is the method adopted at the present moment 
which I say will ultimately, inevitably, lead 
this Council into difficulties. I do not want 
to be in that unfortunate position in the future, 
of being able to say, “I told you so.” Do not 
let me be in that position, Captain Simpson 
also said that he would be sorry to think, as 
the rest of us would be, that seniority was the 
only thing that counts in thé election of 
President to-day. ‘That is my _ suggestion. 
Perhaps I am wrong, I am only going back on 
past history, and that is the fact. It is because 
the Chair is being held to-day by Mr. G. H. 
Livesey that I can speak so freely; and the 
question was asked by a dear friend of mine 
who is not here to-day, “ How could I say such 
a thing, that the Chair was degraded by our 
system?” That is the word he used, Major 
Mattinson, and that is what I meant, “ But,” 
he added, “it has been occupied in the past by 
two of your greatest friends.” My reply was 
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this. I can say so and I do, They honoured 
us by taking it, not we them by giving it to 
them. 

Mr. Nairn’s point, with regard to the demo- 
cratic system of election, will not in the 
slightest degree be interfered with by my 
system. Perhaps I misread it and misjudged 
him, though I hope not, but 1 do not understand 
how anyone in this Council can have any fear 
as to what would happen if we handed over the 
duties of nomination—not election—to a select 
body appointed by us in open Council. 

Mr. Holroyd does not wish for a repetition 
ot past errors. None of us does; and it is 
because I want to avoid them that I want to 
change, In point of fact, there is no difference 
between any of us, only in procedure. I think I 
am right; some of you think I am wrong. Well, 
I can take a defeat, thank God, but perhaps I 
may not have to be defeated—we shall see. 

I liked Colonel Brittlebank’s reference to the 
fact that it is mighty difficult to discuss the 
merits and demerits of—I was going to say— 
opposing candidates for the presidency in open 
Council, It is mighty difficult; it is almost 
impossible, We cannot do it. I want to avoid 
that. It is much better that a body in whom 
we have trust should consider this highly 
important matter behind closed doors in com- 
mittee, They have before them not only the 
next man on the list, let me say, as he would 
be at present, the next senior, so to speak; they 
would have Past Presidents in their mind, 
everybody, and doubtless names would be dis- 
cussed in that committee, as they should be, in 
full discussion, and after that full discussion 
they come to a conclusion. For my part, if the 
connnittee elected, elected with my approval, 
I would not mind very much, within reason of 
course. I would still retain to myself the 
power to vote against if I wished; but I would 
say that they should be given the power to 
nominate a man who had already served. They 
ought to be given the power to suggest the 
nomination of a man already in the Chair; and 
T see no reason why a man should not occupy 
the presidential chair for more than one year 
at a time, or why the committee should not be 
given free power to nominate whom they liked, 
even the most junior member of the Council. 
Because a man is junior on the Council it does 
not follow that he has no experience of con- 
ducting affairs; on the contrary, many of us 
know men in our profession who would make 
admirable Presidents to-day without any 
experience on this Council. 

I do not want to see the position that is in 
vogue to-day continued, I hope it will not be 
continued with; but if there is a general feeling 
that my proposition goes too far, if there is 
a general feeling in the Council that members 
would like a little longer to consider the 
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position, I am prepared, with the consent of 
my ‘seconder, Mr. Dawes, to withdraw my 
motion in favour of the amendment, retaining 
to myself complete freedom of action in the 
meantime, in regard to the nominations in 
future years, if I am still on the Council, to say 
exactly what I like. 

The PRESIDENT: That concludes the discus- 
sion. You have now to vote, and you will have 
to vote first on the first part of Mr. Holroyd’s 
amendment, which I will read :— 

“That a committee be appointed to con- 
sider whether or not any alteration in the 
present system of nominating President and 
Vice-Presidents is desirable.” 

The amendment was carried, 

The PRESIDENT: Were there some absten- 
tions? 

Mr. MALE: I abstained, for one, As a Past 
President I felt that it would be better if I 
did not vote, I might be voting for myself as 
a member of the Committee—not that I wish 
to be. 

The PRESIDENT: There were three absten- 
tions. Now I will put the first half as a sub- 
stantive motion. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The PRESIDENT: There is now the second part 
of Mr. Holroyd’s resolution, proposed by him 
and seconded by Captain Simpson :— 

“The committee to consist of six 
members, including ex officio members, of 
whom three shall hold or have held the 
office of President.” 

Mr. Hotroyp: If I might explain—three who 
hold or have held office, and three who have 
not. 

The PRESIDENT: I will now put it. 

The motion was carried. 

The PRESIDENT: Do you wish to nominate the 
members now? 

The following members were elected to the 
Committee by ballot: Messrs. Holroyd, Nairn, 
Captain Simpson, Colonel Brittlebank, the 
President, the Treasurer. 

The SecrETARY: I give notice of motion of an 
amendment of Byelaw 68 (a) as recommended 
by the Examination Committee, 

The Quarterly Meeting of Council then ter- 
minated, and the Special Meeting followed 
immediately, 


* % x“ * * 


Special Meetings of Council. 


A Special Meeting of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 
10, Red Lion Square, London, on Friday, 
October 7th, 1938, immediately following the 
termination of the Quarterly Meeting. Mr. 
G. H. Livesey, M.r.c.v.s., President, occupied 
the Chair. 
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‘Phe minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 


AMENDMENTS TO BYELAWS 

The SeckeTaRy: Most of these are conse- 
quential alterations to byelaws following on 
the resolutions of the Examination Committee 
at previous meetings, so that they have actually 
been discussed and approved by the Committee 
concerned, and are put before you for formal 
adoption. 

The PReEsipENT: I move that the alterations 
to the Byelaws as set out on the agenda paper 
be adopted. 


(i) Byelaw 4 Omit “ Four” in the first line. 
Insert “ Three.” 

(ii) Byelaw 62. Delete this Byelaw and Bye- 

laws 63 and 64 and _ substitute’ the 
following: 
62. Exemptions from examination in 
one or more subjects of the curriculum 
for the Diploma of Membership may in 
special circumstances, and subject to 
such conditions as the Council may 
impose, be granted by the Council, on 
the recommendation of the Examination 
Committee, to candidates who present 
certificates showing that, in the subject 
or subjects for which exemption is 
sought, they have passed examinations 
which the Council may in the particular 
case resolve to accept as warranting 
such exemption, 

Candidates so exempted will be re- 
quired to pay such fee for the registra- 
tion of the exemption as the Council 
may in each case determine. 

(iii) Byelaw 67 (b) Delete the last line 
add: “shall be £1 1s. 0d. 

(iv) Byelaw 70. Add at the end of the Byelaw 
the words “ of a group.” 

(v) Byelaw 72. Delete. 

(vi) Byelaw 73. Delete this Byelaw and substi- 
tute: 

“The subjects for each examination, 
the time to be devoted to the examina- 
tion in each subject and the number of 
questions to be set and answered shall 
be set out in the Second Schedule.” 

(vii) Byelaw 95. Insert before “ Holders” the 
words “ Applications from.” 

Delete the words “ may be admitted ” 
in line six, and insert in lieu thereof 
the words “ for admission.” 

Add at the end of the paragraph: 
“or examinations, will be considered 
under the provisions of Byelaw 62.” 

Delete paragraphs (c) and (d). ; 

(viii) Byelaw 101. Delete all words after 
“original” in line two to the end of 
sub-paragraph ix, and insert in lieu 
thereof the words “observation or 
research in Veterinary Science.” 


and 


(ix) SCHEDULE IIT 
First Examination ; 
I. Delete “six questions.” Insert 
after “three hours” the words 


“eight questions to be set, six to 
be answered.” 

II. Delete “six questions.” Insert 
after “three hours” the words 


“eight questions to be set, six to 
be answered.” 
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Second Examination 
I. Insert after “three hours” the 
words “ éight questions, six to be 


answered.” 

Il. Insert after ‘“‘two hours” the 
words “six questions, four to be 
answered.” 

Third Examination 
Insert after “three hours” the 
words “ eight questions, six to be 
answered.” 

Il. Insert after “three hours” the 

words “ eight questions, six to be 


answered.” 

Ill. Insert after “three hours” the 
words “ eight questions, six to be 
answered,” 

Fourth Examination 
I. Insert after “three hours” the 
words “ eight questions, six to be 

answered.” 


b 


Il. Insert after “two hours” the 
words “ six questions, four to be 
answered.” 


Professor WooLpRIDGE: IT second. 

Professor Cratc: With reference to Bvyelaw 
62, is it the intention of the Council or of 
the Examination Committee to begin de novo 
in regard to what exemptions are to be given, 
or are the original Byelaws to be accepted and 
considered as an indication to students as to 
what exemptions are likely to obtain? As the 
new proposed Byelaw stands, no one will know 
exactly what exemptions may be given, That 
is the trouble with regard to Byelaw 62 which 
I foresee. 

The PRESIDENT: That has been very carefully 
taken into consideration. It will add very con- 
siderably to the work in some respects and 
curtail it in others, 

Professor CRAIG: 
de novo now? 

The PRESIDENT: All applications that come 
in now will be treated under Byelaw 62, 

Professor Craic: That is to say, under these 
Byelaws no concessions that have been con- 
sidered in the past will be considered. 

The PRESIDENT: They will be considered, but 
they will not be taken necessarily as a 
precedent. wi 

The motion was carried. 

It was decided to hold 
Meeting on Wednesday, 
2 o'clock. 

The meeting then terminated, 


Are you going to begin 


the 
October 


Contirmatory 
19th, at 


A Special Meeting of Council was held at 
the College, 10, Red Lion Square, London, 
W.C.1, on Wednesday, October 19th, 1938, with 
Mr. G. H. Livesey (President) in the Chair. 

There were also present: Professors J. B. 
Buxton, T. Dalling, Major G, W. Dunkin, Mr. 
R. E. Glover, Sir Frederick Hobday, Messrs. 
J. Holroyd, J, W. MeIntosh, G. P. Male, Lt.-Col. 
W. S. Mulvey, Dr. J. Share-Jones, Colonel 
G. K. Walker, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, Professor 
G. H. Wooldridge and Lt.-Col, T, Dunlop Young. 
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The minutes of the previous special meeting 
held on October 7th, 1938, were read and 
signed as correct. 

Letters of apology for absence were received 
from Messrs. P. F. Dolan, J. J. O’Connor, 
J. F. DD. Tutt, Arnold Spicer and Capt. R. 
Simpson. 

ALTERATIONS TO BYELAws.—On the motion of 
Major G. W. Dunkin, seconded by Col, T. D. 
Younc, it was resolved—*‘ That the alterations 
to Byelaws passed at the Special Meeting of 
Council held on October 7th, 1938, be con- 
firmed.” 

Common Seal.—On the motion of the PREsI- 
DENT, it was resolved—“That the Common Seal 
of the College be affixed to the Byelaws as 
altered.” 








Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 


inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Noy. 21st.—Meeting of the Editorial Commit- 
tee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 
Dew, Sth.—V.V.B.F. (Ladies’ Guild) Dance, 
Princes’ Galleries, Piccadilly, W.1. 
ok ok Be * * 
PERSONAL 
Birth—B.iount, on November 2nd, at the 
Nursing Home, 143, Marina, St. Leonards-on-Sea, 
to Helen Druce, wife of William Percy Blount, a 
sister to Wendy Ann. 


Doctorate for Mr, Harvey S. Purchase.—At a 
meeting of the Senate of the University of 
London, held on October 19th, the Pu.D. Degree 
in the Faculty of Science (Veterinary Pathology) 
was conferred on Mr. Harvey Spurgeon Purchase, 
B.Sc. (Lond.), F.R.C.v.s. (Royal Veterinary College 
and Private Study) for a Thesis entitled “ Ex- 
periments in Cultured Virus Vaccination against 
Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia, and Studies 
in Two Fowl Diseases (Fowl Plague’ and 
Roup).” ' 


Illness of Professor Matheson.—We learn with 
much regret that Professor D. C. Matheson, of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, has 
been seriously ill and recently was operated on 
in a nursing home. Happily Professor Matheson is 
now making good progress, but it will be some 
considerable time before he can resume _ his 
duties at the College. 

* * + 
SIR FREDERICK HOBDAY 
FUND. 


* * 


PRESENTATION 


We are informed that the Sir Frederick 
Hobday Presentation Fund has now reached the 
sum of £1,000, contributed by about 850 sub- 
scribers. We would remind our readers that the 
subscription list is still open, in order that the 
amount necessary for the object which Sir 
Frederick Hobday has in view, namely, the 
Endowment of a Chair of Comparative Medicine, 
may be obtained. 
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Further subscriptions will be gratefully 
received by the Hon, Secretary of the Fund, Mr. 
E. T. Cox, 3, St. John’s Avenue, Putney, S.W.15. 

* * * 


KING’S CUPS FOR R.A.S.E. CENTENARY SHOW 

It was announced at a recent meeting of the 
council of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England that the King has expressed the wish 
to present some cups to be won outright at next 
year’s centenary show of the society at Windsor. 
A scheme is being prepared for the allocation of 
these cups, if possible in all sections of the show. 
It was also stated that Mr. Oswald Birley is to be 
commissioned to paint a portrait of the King for 
the commemoration of the centenary year. It 
is hoped that the portrait may be exhibited at 
next year’s Royal Academy. 

The Stock Prizes Committee have drafted a 
prize list for the Windsor Show amounting to a 
sum of £12,500. Possible features for the show 
at present under consideration are a Musical 
Ride, an International Officers’ Jumping Compe- 
tition and a Sheepdog Demonstration. An 
invitation was received from the Town Council 
of Harrogate to hold the show there in either 
1941 or 1942, provided a suitable site, other than 
the Stray, can be found. 

In the place of the late Lord Daresbury the 
council elected as a trustee of the —— Mr. 
R. M. Greaves, and appointed Mr. Joseph Harris 
as a vice-president. 

* ok * * * 
LEGAL NOTES 
FAILURE TO NotTiry SUSPECTED SWINE FEVER 


At Burnley Police Court, on November Ist, 
Thomas Bretherton, of Plane Tree Farm, Rossen- 
dale Road, Burnley, was summoned for failing 
to notify the police of suspected cases of swine 
fever, and Alexander Morrison Wright, of 46, 
Park Avenue, Barrow-in-Furness, for aiding and 
abetting the offence. Both defendants pleaded 
“ Not guilty.” 

Mr. John King Shaw, M.R.c.v.s., Veterinary 
Officer for the Borough, said that, while on a 
visit to inspect Bretherton’s cattle, he saw that 
some of his young pigs were ailing and walked 
with difficulty. His suspicions being aroused, he 
asked the defendant if any had died. Bretherton 
replied, “ Yes, one.” Witness then said it looked 
as if the pigs had swine fever, and, asked what 
had been done with the carcase of the dead one. 
Mr. Bretherton said he had buried it, and that a 
“vet” had told him there was no fever at all. 
Witness asked who this “ vet” was, and Mr. 
Bretherton said he was a Mr. Wright from the 
Preston Farmers’ Trading Association. 

After receiving instructions from the divisional 
officer of the Ministry of Agriculture, witness 
returned to the farm later that morning and told 
Mr. Bretherton he had instructions to make a full 
inquiry, adding that he might have to shoot some 
pigs for the purpose of post-mortem examina- 
tions. He was handed a dead pig which was in a 
potato barrel. He made a post-mortem examina- 
tion of this animal and of two others which were 
shot, and also of a pig which had died whilst he 
had been at the farm. aterial from those pigs 
was sent to the Ministry of Agriculture for 
further examination. In a report which he sent 
to the Ministry he stated that there were 51 pigs 
alive which, in his opinion, were affected with 
swine fever. A certificate was later received 
from the Ministry of Agriculture confirming the 
suspicion of swine fever. 

It was, said witness, a very serious outbreak 
indeed, and the Ministry of Agriculture attached 
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considerable importance to it. In the Ministry’s 
opinion, disease existed on those premises, and 
should have been evident at the end of June or 
the beginning of July at the latest. The Ministry 
also took a serious view of persons going on 
to diseased premises, inspecting pigs, and then 
going on to other farms, thus spreading disease. 

In a statement which Bretherton was alleged 
to have made, the defendant stated that he was 
always under the impression that Mr. Wright 
was a veterinary surgeon, and that impression 
was strengthened when Mr. Wright brought out a 
case of instruments and took the temperature of 
some of his pigs. Mr. Wright assured him that 
there was no swine fever, 

Answering Mr. H. K. Foers, of the Town 
Clerk’s department (prosecuting solicitor), Mr. 
Shaw said that Mr. Bretherton had given him 
every assistance in his inquiries, and had been 
ge frank. 

Replying to a question by Mr. Donald Race 
(for Wright), Mr. Shaw said that, in his opinion, 
Wright never represented himself to Bretherton 
as a veterinary surgeon. It was simply that 
Bretherton thought Wright was a_ \eterinary 
surgeon. 

A constable informed the Court that, in a state- 
ment to him, Wright said that had he been 
informed of the true conditions existing on the 
farm and of the number of deaths among the 
pigs he would have advised Mr. Bretherton to 
communicate with the police. Told he would be 
reported for aiding and abetting, Wright replied: 
“T am not a veterinary surgeon and I was nol 
informed of the true conditions on the farm, 
therefore I could not be aiding and abetting.” 

The defendant, Bretherton, in evidence, said 
that on July 12th his man told him two pigs were 
ill, but that was nothing abnormal. Wright, who 
had previously called at the farm, called again a 
few days later. On that occasion Wright took 
the temperature of the pigs. Witness thought 
that Wright was a veterinary surgeon. In conse- 
quence of certain of the pigs being affected 
during subsequent days, witness sent for Wright 
who called on July 26th and examined three 
pigs, afterwards giving witness a prescription. 
Wright then said he would call the following 
day, saying: “I think we'll inoculate them.” He 
added that in his opinion the pigs had got cold. 
Witness asked him if he thought the animals had 
fever, and Wright said they had not. Wright did 
not call as he had said he would, and in the 
meantime another pig had died. On Friday, 
July 29th, witness went to the Royal Show at 
Liverpool, and tried in vain to find Wright. 

On Saturday, July 30th, witness found that 
two more pigs had died during the night, and 
these, with the other, were put on one side for 
inspection by Wright. On August 3rd three more 
pigs died, and four died on August 4th. Wright 
called that day, but witness did not see him. 
The same day a card arrived saying that Mr. 
Shaw, of the Ministry of Agriculture, would call 
the following day. When Mr. Shaw called, wit- 
ness made a statement to him. 

Witness said he had lost 67 pigs and had 
voluntarily destroyed a large number of pigs 
since Mr. Shaw visited the farm. 

By Mr. Race: Wright was informed of all the 
deaths of the pigs. He refuted a suggestion that 
he never inquired for Mr. Wright when he went 
to the show. He agreed that Mr. Wright copied 


the prescription out of a book which he got out 
of his motor car. 

Defendant Wright, in evidence, said that he 
never at any time suggested that he was an 








expert on anything but pig-feeding. Bretherton 
told him he thought the pigs had a temperature, 
and witness said he would take it with a thermo- 
meter which he had in his car, He then suggested 
that the pigs should not be fed with the 
fermented potatoes. Bretherton said one pig had 
died ten days previously, and that he had burnt 
it. No mention was made of fever, nor did 
witness say the pigs had pneumonia. The pre- 
scription which witness gave he copied out of a 
book at Mr. Bretherton’s request, after they had 
read it together. No mention was ever made of 
inoculation. When witness called on August 4th 
he went straight to the hole where four dead pigs 
were. He opened one of the pigs, and pointed 
out to Mr. Bretherton’s man the condition of the 
lungs, saying that that condition could not have 
been caused by the food. He did not remember 
him asking about anthrax. Swine fever was 
never mentioned. 

After a retirement of 30 minutes the chairman 
said the magistrates had come to the conclusion 
that Bretherton was guilty. They believed he 
had been somewhat carried away by Wright’s 
personality and advice. Having regard to that 
fact, and also to the fact that Bretherton’s losses 
had been estimated at over £200, they would 
impose a nominal fine of three guineas, with 
three guineas special costs. In regard to Wright, 
they were not satisfied that he did procure or 
advise Mr. Bretherton not to notify the cases to 
the police, and the case against him was 
dismissed. 


* * * bd * 


A Correction.—-We much regret that, owing io 
the non-appearance of Mr. Norman Dobson’s 
name in the list of those attending the Glasgow 
Congress, in the account of_ the proceedings 
(appearing in our last issue—50, 45. p. 1496) of 
the session at which Mr. Wilson read his paper 
on “ Poultry Husbandry and its Influence on the 
Incidence and Spread of Disease,” we errone- 
ously gave the impression that Mr. Dobson was 
not present to make his contribution to the 
opening of the discussion. To Mr. Dobson, who 
duly attended and opened the discussion as 
arranged, we tender our sincere apologies. 





* * ok * * 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
LonpON GAZETTE—-WAR OFFICE—-REGULAR ARMY 
Nov. 1Ist.—-Major T. Hodgins retires on ret. pay 
(November Ist). * 
Nov. 4th.—-Major P. Howard retires on ret. 
pay (November 5th). 


* * 


CO-OPERATION IN AFRICAN 
TERRITORIES 

Interviewed by arepresentative of South Africa 
(S. Afric., October 29th) prior to his departure 
after attending the Imperial Veterinary Con- 
ference in London, the International Veterinary 
Congress in Switzerk: ind, and various veterinary 
conferences in Germany, Dr. P. J. du Toil, 
Director of Veterinary Services in the Union, 
said that the outstanding development in_ the 
veterinary world to-day was the growing spirit 
of co- operation which was manifesting itself, 
notably in Africa, where it was now recognised 
that the problems of one territory were in a real 
sense the interests of them all. Emph: asising the 
importance of veterinary organisation—a point 
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stressed in his Empire broadcast (V. R. 50. 44. 
1486-8)—-Dr. du Toit said that the fact that 
Great Britain was free from practically all the 
major epizoétic diseases was not due to chance 
or good fortune, but entirely to her excellent 
veterinary service. In some European countries 
practically nothing was done to counteract the 
spread of foot-and-mouth disease during the 
recent devastating outbreak, and in_ these 
countries the direct and indirect losses were 
extremely heavy; whereas in countries where the 
disease was fought with every available weapon 
the losses were much less severe and millions of 
pounds were saved. At the various conferences 
he had attended, the different methods of fight- 
ing foot-and-mouth disease were carefully 
reviewed, and the policy of slaughtering was still 
regarded as the most satisfactory wherever 
circumstances permitted. At the moment all the 
Dominions were entirely free from the disease. 
A few months ago South Africa had a few out- 
breaks, but by applying the slaughter policy 
courageously and vigorously the disease was 
stamped out. 

For a successful campaign against this and 
other diseases international co-operation was 
essential. A good example of this was to be 
found in the campaign now being waged in 
Tanganyika against rinderpest, in which the 
Union, Southern and Northern Rhodesia, and 
Kenya were also taking part. This might serve 


us an example to the rest of the world. Not long . 


ago the Union also sent some officers to South- 
West Africa to assist in the fight against lung 
sickness which was giving trouble among cattle 
on the northern border; and only a few days ago 
it was announced that the Union Government 
and the Bechuanaland Protectorate authorities 
had agreed on a large-scale co-operative cam-: 
paign against foot-and-mouth disease in the Pro- 
tectorate. He hoped that similar co-operation 
with other countries would come about, which 
might lead to co-operation in other fields and 
might contribute in some small measure to a 
better understanding between the nations of the 
world. 

Thirty years ago the Veterinary Research Insti- 
tute at Onderstepoort, near Pretoria, was estab- 
lished under the direction of the late Sir Arnold 
Theiler. That institute had brought untold benfits 
to the farmers of South Africa and had been 
responsible, more than any other single factor, 
for the rapid expansion of the animal industry 
in the Union. There was now no animal disease 
of importance and no major problem connected 
with the health of animals which had not been 
investigated at Onderstepoort. As he had Said 
in his broadcast address, if to-day, anyone 
suggested closing down Onderstepoort there 
would probably be a revolution among the stock 
farmers of South Africa. 

Veterinary science had advanced in recent 
times. It was no longer the Cinderella of 
sciences, but could proudly claim its place in 
the front rank of biological sciences. It was 
essential that the veterinarian should take his 
rightful share in controlling the nation’s food. 
They must look to him to control and protect 
the health and hygiene of dairy cows; to inspect 
beef, mutton, and pork supplies both before 
slaughter and after; to look after the health of 
poultry, and to supervise such other foodstuffs 
as fell within his domain. In carrying out these 
functions the veterinarian performed a_ truly 
national duty. It was to be hoped that the 
countries of the British Commonwealth would 
take the lead in giving veterinary science the 
recognition it deserved. 
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Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The views expressed in letters addressed Yo the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be schon as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


* * we ok * 


THE LOVEDAY REPORT 

To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir.—While_ gratefully acknowledging — the 
justice and wisdom of many of the recommenda- 
tions of the Loveday Committee, | am of the 
opinion that they have blundered over a matter 
of fundamental importance to the proper educa- 
tion of the veterinary profession. 

The Committee’s claim for increased assistance 
to veterinary education from public funds rests 
upon its (the Committee’s) conception of the 
value of veterinary services to farm animals 
(paragraph 5). The Committee acknowledge that 
their recommendalions are exclusive; they 
deliberately exclude our services other than 
those to animals of the farm. Thus from the 
outset they acknowledge their failure to view 
the length and breadth of our functions. 

This unfortunate mistake is closely linked, 
more closely linked than the Committee may 
have thought, with their observations upon our 
“ inferiority complex ” (paragraph 14), and their 
finding that “the veterinary profession suffers 
from isolation . .. and it is not surprising that 
the newly qualified man finds himself a member 
of a profession industrious and devoted but 
rather despondent about its standing among pro- 
iessions, and occupied with a science and art 
which . . . are much less progressive than they 
well might be” (paragraph 25). 

After a close and sympathetic study of their 
report I can appreciate how the Committee has 
failed to recognise the correlation of these two 
notions. The greater part of their time was 
occupied with our teaching institutions, which, 
with the exception of Liverpool, the Committee 
declare to be mere privately-governed seminaries, 
and which, from personal experience, I am 
unable to recognise as the repositories of the 
true spirit actuating our profession. Conse- 
quently the Committee have not been able to 
know us as we really are. They did not visit, 
let alone gauge the mind of, the general practi- 
tioner; they have not even dipped, let alone 
saturated themselves, in our traditions and 
legitimate aspirations as preserved ip the minds 
and hearts of our colleagues in general practice. 
I hold, and I think the Committee would agree 
with me, that the nation’s principal and enduring 
veterinary requirement is a due supply of 
competent general practitioners, upon whose 
inherent qualities and technical proficiency we 
are judged in public esteem. 

What is in the mind and heart of the general 
practitioner? I believe that the retort of the 
general practitioner would be that of our science 
and art never will progress if the Committee has 
its way and makes us subservient and adaptable 
to the economic state of agriculture. The Com- 
mittee has permitted itself to be impressed by 
statistics as to the value of farm animals. 
Whether I count those figures horizontally 
vertically or obliquely, matters little because 
reach the same conclusion. They merely tell 
us how valuable we are to the farmer; they 
certainly do not convey to me the notion that 
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our service to the farmer is the be all and end 
of our functions. 

It is pertinent to remind the Committee that 
just as the mental and moral capacity of the 
veterinary student is influenced by association 
with teachers and students of other faculties, so 
are we graduates’ influenced, profoundly 
influenced, by the motives of our clients. The 
vast majority of farmers seek the y\eterinary 
practitioner’s services purely as a_ business 
proposition, to allay or prevent suffering of his 
animals, not for the animal’s sake but for their 
‘ash value. To the stockowner, whose animals 
are his business, animal life has a market value, 
and such life and all appertaining to it is always 
cheap. Such stockowners, like bees, lack con- 
science of emotion, pity, tenderness, considera- 
tion, charity—these are the values which make 
life beyond price, but they are not a business 
proposition. This cash valuation of the patient 
certainly introduces’ into’ the — relationship 
between the sentient veterinary practitioner and 
his farmer client little of the spirit of altruism, 
it usually gives rise in the mind of the young 
graduate to oppressive discords, and sometimes 
even to degrading brutality and abasement. 

We have fulfilled in the past, to-day we are 
faithfully fulfilling, and I believe we shall con- 
tinue conscientiously to fulfil, the functions 
required of us by the farmer; but such service 
is not an ideal upon which a profession of 
cultured sentient men and women can ever be 
created. We wish to serve the farmer, but we 
will not allow the mercenary motive to shape 
and eventually to destroy our individuality and 
ideals. 

Despite the fact that the Committee is unable 
to recognise the altruistic and humane motives 
as justification for public aid to veterinary 
education, may I remind the Committee that we 
as a profession are far from being insensible of 
their profound value. For some time, particu- 
larly during the present century, veterinary 
practitioners have been attaining new values, a 
freshness of outlook, due to the increasing and 
genuine love of animals and birds for their own 
sake. The altruistic motive of the true lover of 
animal life is bringing us more and more into 
personal contact with people of high purpose 
and character. Such associations have raised 
our self esteem; they have entailed our giving 
something more than medicines and technical 
services; they have given us the new experience 
of relieving human anxiety, giving human com- 
fort—an experience we share with doctors, 
clergy, and nurses in a ministry of consolation. 
They have made more real for us the meaning 
of the Hippocratic standards of wisdom, learn- 
ing, humanity and probity—we are feeling more 
and more that these imperishable standards are 
ours to be treasured and used. Those are the 
standards under which our profession must and 
will march to its future greatness, they are tlie 
only standards acceptable to a profession of 
gentle-men and -women; moreover, they are 
the only standards which will receive the 
approval of cultured owners of animal life. It 
is my firm conviction that only by infusing a 
divine quality into our manifold activities shall 
we succeed in transcending prejudiced judg- 
ments of our worth. 

To those of my brethren who stand with me 
beneath the standards which our profession has 
won and is winning for us, I make the appeal 
that they will focus their thoughts not upon the 
immediate, but upon the ultimate, welfare of our 
profession. The immediate benefit offered to us 
by the Loveday Committee is a vast sum of 
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public money for veterinary education provided 
we will bind ourselves exclusively to agriculture. 
Such an offer, entailing the subjugation of our 
ideals to the mercenary motives of stockowners, 
I reject with conviction and finality. 
I have the honour to be Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Tom HARE, 
The Veterinary Research Laboratories, 
London, N.W.3. 
November 7th, 1938. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Amongst the many astounding statements 
and recommendations contained in the Editorial 
comments on the above, three at least must be 
criticised. 

1. It is stated that the lack of pre-college 
education causes a high percentage of failures in 
the professional examinations. I myself feel that 
this unhappy occurrence is due in large part to 
the inadequacy of the teaching staff. In my 
own experience at one of the English colleges 
no live bovine animal was ever submitted for 
clinical instruction, and the only method of 
obtaining proficiency of any sort in bovine 
anatomy was during meat inspection classes. No 
method of tuberculin testing cattle was ever 
demonstrated, and no demonstration of micro- 
scopical examination of milk for tuberculosis 

yas ever attempted. Instead, approximately the 
whole of one term was devoted to the ventricle- 
stripping operation in horses, whilst the subject 
of veterinary obstetrics was dismissed in one 
week. Since none of the above subjects forms 
part of one’s school education, the onus of teach- 
ing these most important subjects apparently lies 
with the practitioner with whom the student 
spends his vacations. 

2. It is also stated that the cost to be borne 
by the parents of maintaining the student at 
college is about £1,500. There must be many 
assistants drawing between {£4 and £6 a week 
(which incidentally is about the wage of a 
London bus driver, but without the additional 
benefits of union membership and compulsory 
insurance), who must wish that their parents 
had invested this amount in some security show- 
ing a rather more attractive return. For, let there 
be no mistake, there is no advancement in 
private practice without substantial capital, and 
the position of the assistant compared with his 
contemporaries in Government service is, lo say 
the least of it, pathetic. 

3. There is on page 1507, paragraph 2, of the 
current Veterinary Record a_ statement so 
prejudiced that I am surprised that such a fair- 
minded organ should publish it. We are informed 
in this statement that the sons of farmers should 
be attracted to the profession by means of bribes 
of scholarships, in preference to the sons of 
Civil Servants and others whose parents are pre- 
pared to pay for their training. In the years 
gone by Coleman made the statement that the 
sons of ostlers and grooms made the best 
veterinary surgeons, with the result that we 
descended toa position of social and professional 
contempt from which we are only now emerg- 
ing. Apart from the appalling mental stagnation 
which such a monopoly would cause, there is 
the very real danger that the profession would 
simply become the puppet of the National 
Farmers’ Union. 

It is agreed that many reforms in veterinary 
education are long overdue, and it is also felt 
that it is high time for the horse to be dropped 
as the standard animal for veterinary instruction, 
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but surely it is not necessary that, in order to 
bring about these reforms, we should lose the 
individuality and exclusiveness of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
I am, Sir 
Your obedient servant, 
Llanover Lodge, S. Lut. TREVOR. 
Chepstow, Mon. 
November 6th, 1938, 
* ok aK * * 
AN ADDRESS ON RADIOLOGY 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—I have read with interest Mr. Berwyn 
Jones’ speech as reported in your issue of 
October 8th, but I would venture to suggest that 
the same is somewhat misleading and inaccurate 
and for this reason I think your readers will 
appreciate that there is another aspect to the 
claims he makes. 

Mr. Berwyn Jones lays great stress on his 
being a radiologist and on the strength of this 
it would appear that members of the veterinary 
profession are led to assume that only members 
of that society are qualified to read their X-ray 
films and that the radiographer is somewhat of 
an outsider with only sufficient intelligence to 
“press the button.” 

It is interesting to note that the definition of a 
radiologist, as laid down by their rules, is: “ 
medical specialist in the use of X-rays and/or 
radio-active substances.” It is not exclusively 
reserved to the members of the medical pro- 
fession and is open to physicists, those engaged 
in the X-ray industry and radiographers, and it 
will be observed that no examination is taken 
and there is only one other essential, though an 
important one, i.e., the payment of £3 3s. Od. 
per year subscription. 

The radiographer, on the other hand—despite 
the fact that he need only be a_ person of 
“average intelligence ’’—has to sit for a two 
days’ examination and amongst subjects taken 
are anatomy and radiographic anatomy. 

I am aware that Mr. Berwyn Jones is a 
veterinary surgeon but it is pertinent to enquire 
in which category Mr. Berwyn Jones claims 
membership of the British Institute of Radiology; 
as he did not obtain it as a medical specialist 
we can only assume that he was admitted a 
Member by reason of his interest in X-ray work, 
which cole for no special qualification whatever. 

As to Mr. Berwyn Jones’ claim to being a 
pioneer in animal X-ray work, he may _ be 
interested to know that I was studying and 
practising this branch of the work for some 
years before he became a veterinary surgeon and 
if confirmation of this is necessary I am suré it 
will be borne out by Sir Frederick Hobday. 

Yours truly, 
Harry J. EDE, F.S.R., 
Radiographer lo Royal Veterinary 
College and Hospital. 
Lindens, 
39, Church Street, 


psom, 
October 22nd, 1938. 


To THE Eprror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir.—The report of a lantern lecture’ on 
radiology, by Mr. V. Berwyn Jones, M.R.C.V.S., 
which appeared in the issue of The Veterinary 
Record of October 8th, 1938, has been brought 
to our notice. 

According to this report, Mr. Berwyn Jones 
stated in his lecture that “ the present-day X-ray 
machine and the accessory manoeuvres and 
manipulations necessary to produce a_radio- 





graph are now so simplified that, with a few 
provisos, one has to do litthke more than press a 
button.” 

It is also reported that the lecturer said, 
“ Radiography is now the job of the intelligent 
mechanic.” 

I suggest that such statements will be classed 
as unworthy generalisations by all X-ray workers 
of experience, and will certainly be resented by 
the numerous members of this Society. 

We are not sure that the above remarks should’ 
be taken seriously, but as it would seem that the 
lecturer may not be in touch with modern 
radiography, I am sending you a copy of the 
syllabus and examination regulations for 
membership of this Society. These were drawn 
up with the active co-operation and approval of 
medical radiologists of standing, to meet the 
requirements of their profession. 

Yours faithfully, 
F. MELVILLE, 
Secretary, The Society of 
Radiographers. 
32, Welbeck Street, 
London, W.1. 

November 2nd, 1938. 

* * * * * 
TYMPANY AND EVERTED UTERUS 

To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—I am in agreement with the remarks of 
Mr. Margarson, and I offer mine in the same 
spirit. The passing of a probang, or for prefer- 
ence the stomach tube, followed by direct lavage, 
is much better than using a trocar and cannula. 
The latter only in a very small number of cases, 
as a rule, ensures more than a temporary relief, 
and in too many instances, the patient will 
“blow up” again as fast as she did_ before, 
unless the cannula is left in position. In cases 
that re-occur as soon as the cannula is removed, 
a more satisfactory procedure is to make an 
incision of about four to five inches in length 
through the skin and rumen, and to suture the 
edges of the rumen to those of the skin, leaving 
an “open wound.” Frequent attacks of tympany 
are often tuberculous in aetiology. 

I prefer to roll the cow, if down, into her 
normal lying position to help the expulsion of 
air. 

In cases of eversion of the uterus, if the pro- 
lapse is correctly reduced and replaced, suturing 
or the use of clamps is unnecessary. They are 
likewise futile if the prolapse has not been so 
treated and I have seen a complete prolapse 
re-occur when this has not been done, with a 
West clamp in situ. 

It will be found a useful adjunct if, before 
disrobing, an injection of pituitrin (10c.c.) is 
given intramuscularly. After removing any 
placental membranes and thoroughly disinfect 
ing, I still have a weakness for the American 
plan of dusting the prolapse liberally with granu- 
lated sugar, before reduction and replacement. 
The practice, too, I think first suggested by Mr. 
Harvey, of injecting water almost too hot for the 
arm to bear after reduction, to help the correct 
“flattening out” of the uterus, should also be 
remembered, and is a good one. 

Mr. Margarson in : further letter asks for the 
definition of the term “ chill.” Generally, this 1s 
defined as “a cold that causes shivering.” — In 
actual practice, it is a handy term to use when 
you are not sure of your diagnosis! 

Yours faithfully, 
J. F. D. Tutt. 

1, St. Cross Road, 

Winchester. 
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